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Three cars present actually competed in 
the original hill climb competitions on 
this dirt road, held twice a year between 

1953 and 1962. David Holmes arrived with 
the ex-Tommy Hoan 1949 MG TC, a car that 
raced at Hockley Valley in 1953. Two drivers 
from the old days were also on hand, Al Sands 
and Frank Mount, who both raced there back 
in the day, in a Morgan and MG respectively. 
� e Hoan MG arrived by trailer, as did the 
ex-Ed Leavens Sebring MGA of John Burgess, 
an example of the � rst truly postwar MG, and 
a sensation when it � rst appeared in 1955 with 
its � ying-saucer shape.

� e event was supported by the Head-
quarters British Car Club of Orangeville who 
assembled in a variety of in-period vehicles 
whichprovided a truly authentic feel. � e cars 
proceeded to climb the hill from the original 
startline, some with gusto. Kathey Stanton 
was aboard the Al Sands-driven Allard J2X-
Cadillac, enjoying a hair-raising ride in the 
passenger seat, which she will long remember. 
� is Allard is the actual ex-Fred Hayes car, 
the star of Hockley Valley in the mid-� � ies. 
Marlies Sands was driving the green Morgan 
Plus Four, raced by her husband at Hockley 
in 1957.

AUTOFEATURE

On Thursday 28 June some twenty classic cars, with their 
crews, assembled on Third Line, off Hockley Road, to celebrate 
the Hockley Valley Hill Climb. Sponsored by ‘’Motoring” 
representatives Heather Erwin & Kathey Stanton the event 
was a tribute to both drivers and cars from this evocative era. 
The last event took place there fifty years ago on Saturday, 5 
May, 1962, organized by the British Empire Motor Club.
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