
he sport of hillclimbing was all the 
rage among the Toronto sports car set. 
What better way to spend the weekend 
than the twice-yearly joust at Hockley 

Valley, organised by the British Empire Motor 
Club (B.E.M.C.). This was a single-car contest 
against the clock, from a standing start, one-
at-a-time uphill over a measured distance, the 
winner being the driver who could make the 
fastest time of the day. 
 The fi rst known hill climb event was held 
at Rattlesnake Point, near Milton, Ontario, on 
Sunday, May 7, 1950. The winner was G. Bar-
rett driving a then-new MGTD, a British-built 
sports car from Abingdon, Berkshire, which 
was de rigueur among the clubmen of the time. 
Roadsters from the ‘old country’ also competed 
in ‘The Dice on Ice’, sports car racing on ice in 
the winter.
 By 1953 the B.E.M.C. had found a course in 
Hockley Valley, discovered by a Don Albertson, 
on 3rd Line, to the north of the present day ski 
resort. Billed as “A mile of mud” it was to be 
the longest hill climb course in Ontario. By that 
time the iconic Jaguar XK120 had displaced the 
M.G. as the hot ticket. Vern Jeffries led a Jag-
uar 1-2 at the spring event, with the American 
William Infantino, fi fth in another Jaguar. The 
Americans came to the Ontario hills, while Ca-
nadians competed in western New York State, at 
the Holland Hill Climb, near Buffalo. 
 The mid-fi fties were the heyday of the Hayes 
brothers, Fred and Peter. They drove a Jaguar, 
Triumph TR2 and TR3, an Allard-Cadillac and 
an A.C.-Bristol, with Fred doing most of the 
winning. 
 These events came to feature a wider variety 
of vehicles: Porsche, Volkswagen, Volvo and 

Skoda. Klaus Bartels and Ludwig Heimrath put 
Porsche on the map. The humble Morris Mini 
Minor, later famous for giant-killing in rallies, 
also made an appearance.
 With the arrival of pukka racing cars com-
petition stepped up a gear. No longer could 
the competitors who hoped to win drive their 
jalopy to the event and back home again after-
wards. We entered the era of “trailer queens” 
with single-seater racing cars competing for top 
honours.
 The event was tailor made for Herb Jordan 
from Toronto, an inventor and man of many 
talents, and Don Haddow, his demon driver. 
The Jordan Special was hand-built by Herb in 
the basement of his Torrens Avenue home. The 
car was fi tted with a Vincent Black Shadow mo-
torcycle engine running on alcohol. At the Fall 
meeting in 1959 the fearless motorcyclist Had-
dow fl ung the Jordan Special up Hockley hill 
in a record-setting time of 1:01.64 sec - it was 
never to be bettered.
 Perhaps the most fearsome vehicle to race at 
Hockley was the Sadler-Chevrolet, a rear-en-
gined beast built by Bill Sadler of St Catharines, 
which won in the Fall of 1961, driven by Danny 
Shaw. He also won the Rockwood Hill Climb 
that year, an event near Guelph, which ran from 
1959-1967.
 On Saturday May 15, 1962, Don Haddow 
had the last hurrah at Hockley. An event was 
planned for the Fall of 1962, but was switched 
to the newly-opened Mosport circuit, and the 
roar of racing engines was heard in Hockley 
Valley no more. As the 50th anniversary ap-
proaches, spare a thought for those glorious far 
off days when these souped-up specials raced 
on the public highway. 

If you can add to the story of Hockley Valley Hill 
Climb please contact Rupert Lloyd Thomas:
rupertlt@sympatico.ca 

Don Haddow, Jordan Special, on the limit at Hockley Valley Hill Climb,
Saturday, October 17, 1959.

Back in the fi fties and early sixties racing cars roared up the side of Hockley Valley.

#30 Austin Healey at Hockley Valley Hill Climb 1957

 By Rupert Lloyd Thomas
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