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Introducing our Club Newsletter
Technical Corner

Ignition Rotors: Why Rotors Fail
by Tom Hodgson.
There has much discussion in
magazines and at classic car clubs
in recent years about the quality of
distributor rotors currently available. I
too, have been the victim of a shorted
out rotor.

As newly elected President of the Headwaters
British Car Club, it is with great pleasure
that I am introducing the first issue of our
Club Newsletter, called British Driven: The
HBCC News.
I have been a member along
with my wife Angela, since
the spring of 2009, and
we feel just as enthusiastic
about the Club, then, as we
do today.

We plan to publish this
newsletter every two
months, and invite our
A recent article by Moss, explains that members to contribute any
the original RED rotors contained less articles or ideas for our newsletter. There
are many of you who have had a lifetime
carbon black so there was less chance
for them to short. Sadly, this is not the of fantastic experiences with their British
case with today’s rotors, where there has Driven Cars and your contribution of your
been a much higher incidence of rotor unique stories to the column in our newsletter
failure. In addition, the infamous rivets entitled Sharing Your Adventures will be very
that are fitted to some rotors have also welcome.
been known to cause shorts.
We are also offering a Technical Corner; Tom
So widespread is this problem that the Hodgson has graciously provided his insight
and expertise on the subject of Ignition
MG Car Club in Abingdon suggests
that no one should ever leave for a car Rotors. Once again, there are many of you
who have had direct experience maintaining
run without a spare rotor. The
and repairing your cars, and your input would
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be phenomenal for the Technical Corner.
Our goal on the Executive is to provide new
and exciting avenues for our Club to enjoy.
Our first Executive meeting was held this
past November 13th. I was impressed by the
dedication demonstrated
by the existing and
newly elected Executive
members. HBCC is slated
for a fantastic 2014!
On behalf of the
Executive, I would like to
thank Norm Redpath our
Past President,and one of
our founding fathers, for
his significant contributions to our Club.
When I think back of all the fantastic
excursions we enjoyed this past season, what
comes to mind especially, is the comradeship
and family spirit shown at the Potluck Picnic
in the Park, Tall Ships Outing.
In closing, I would like to wish you all
a wonderful holiday season and we look
forward to many new adventures in our cars
when driving season is once again upon us.

Message from Norm

As a new year dawns on the Headwaters
help those of us who are not as computer
British Car Club, I would like to take this
savvy as some and may be intimidated by the
opportunity to thank both the executive
Website. Remember, this does not take the
and members for their contribution towards place of the website, but enhances it.
making this the successful organization it has
The camaraderie of this club has never ceased
become. Only with this commitment from
everyone involved have we been able to grow to amaze me. As I look around the room
and, in the process, become one of the more during our monthly meetings, I cannot help
successful clubs dedicated to the preservation but notice that there is always a different
mixture of members sitting together. Most
and enrichment of all the British Auto
Marques. As I step down from my five years as members stay and chat after the meeting
President of our club, I congratulate our new has ended and no one seems to be in a
President, Peter, and I am confident that the hurry to depart. This is even more prevalent
members will extend to him the same support during our summer meetings, held at various
members homes with a backdrop of some of
and dedication that they have shown me.
the most beautiful cars ever made. There you
The club was founded with the intention
may see one car with its bonnet up and 4 or 5
of being focused on British Cars, but with
members discussing some problem or other.
the caveat of also maintaining a family
So, to the executive and members, Hilary and
atmosphere. In both regards, the club has
I wish you all a Merry Christmas and Happy
exceeded beyond expectations. As you sit
and read this News letter, once again you are New Year, safe and happy driving and may
reminded of this. One of your fellow members the wind be in our faces soon.
has stepped up to take on this endeavor to
Norm and Hilary
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visit our website at www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org
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Sharing Our Adventures
This column is going to be devoted to
anyone of you who would like to share
their adventures, either new or in the past.

of anticipation, Graeme was ready to
bring the F-Type over for test driving and
filming.

Let me tell you about my recent adventure.
A few weeks ago I received an interesting
email from Norm.
Autofocus, an online
car site was looking for
E-Type Jaguar owners
to make a comparison
of their car to the new
F-Type Jaguar. I was in!
After my initial contact,
a young fellow named
Graeme, arrived with
a van and film camera
equipment.

Since Jean-Louis also has an E-Type,
currently undergoing restoration, I asked
him if he would be
interested in joining
me. Of course there
was no hesitation,
on his part, a Jag
guy. Finally, Graeme
arrived with this
beautiful, white
beast, optioned out
to $130,000; this
car is a supercharged
V-6 enabling 380 bhp. I underwent a quick
lesson in operations and then Jean-Louis
joined me on the passenger side. The car’s
performance is utterly astounding and at
wide open throttle, it is exhilarating to say
the least. We made our way over to Alan
and Marlies Sands, for a bit of fun. Alan
and Marlies were surprised to see us in the
new F-Type. I encouraged Alan to sit in it
and step on the throttle to hear that loud
rumble of the exhaust note.

We found some great back roads and
began filming from the front, the side and
eventually a camera was mounted on my
boot top. We became quite friendly and
he interviewed me, about my experiences
owning an E-Type.
We were to meet again and drive the
F-Type however there were complications.
Although there were four available, there
was a long line up of journalists waiting
to test drive them. After four, long weeks

After our visit it was back to work, being

Christmas Dinner
December 4th, 2013

The Mill Street Pub,
Orangeville
Mingle & Jingle starts at 5:30 p.m.
& dinner at 6:30 p.m.
Remember to bring your name badge &
exact change for the draw tickets
50/50 draw 1 ticket =$2.00, 3 for $ 5.00
***N.B. This is only for members who have
paid for their dinners in advance.
NEXT GENERAL MEETING:
January 8th, 2014 at the Legion
filmed again and enjoying every minute of
this marvelous car. After another interview
on my views on the F-Type, I took Angela
for our final drive of the day. Graeme
will be editing the film and interview and
will be posting the video on autofocus.
ca. The pictures of both cars together
were uploaded to Instagram and both
Jaguar North America and Jaguar Canada
absolutely loved the shots of both the old
and new cats.

Technical Corner: Ignition Rotors - Why Rotors Fail

... continued from page 1
improved ones we will be discussing in this of rivets, the chance of a short is increased The rotors are made from a highly noncolumn are available from Moss or locally, even further.
conductive resin. The brass contact
from British Auto Sports.
is moulded to the body during the
Basically, what happens is that the lower
manufacturing process and thus eliminates
The rotor arms that have been
end of the rivet is very close to the spring
the rivet. There is no chance for the contact
manufactured over the last decade are not clip on the underside of the rotor. Since
to ground through to the distributor shaft.
exactly like the Lucas rotors that were made there is very little insulating material
The socket is precisely sized, and when
when our British cars were first built.
separating the tip of the rivet and the
combined with the spring clip, ensures that
spring clip, the high energy spark from
the rotor fits tightly against the distributor
the coil, which is at least 30,000 volts, will
shaft.
always follow the path of least resistance.
In some rotors, the path goes from the tip Due to these vast improvements, the
manufacturer is confident in providing
of the rivet, through the thin layer of the
more conductive plastic (the carbon black), a three year warranty against defects in
through the spring clip on the underside of the material and/or workmanship for the
Premium Ignition Rotors.
the rotor arm, and finally grounds on the
Figure 1
Figure 2
shaft of the distributor. This process causes
Figure 1: Original Lucas Rotor
one or more of the spark plugs not to fire.
Figure 2: Modern Remanufactured Rotor with
problematic rivet.

The new rotors are being manufactured
with more carbon black in the plastic.
Carbon black is a material derived from
natural gas or petroleum and is used to
reinforce rubber or other plastic materials.
The problem is that carbon black is more
conductive than the original materials
used for the rotors; coupled with the use

Sometimes the “miss” will correct itself if
the engine has had a chance to cool off,
however, ultimately the rotor will short out
completely, leaving you stranded.
Fortunately, the Premium Ignition
Rotors, offered by Moss are manufactured
based on the rotors made by Lucas in the
1960s for the 4 and 6 cylinder applications.
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4 and 6 Cylinder Rotors made of highly NonConductive Resin and built-in Brass Contact.

visit our website at www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org

