
Technical Corner: 
Front End Vibration
by Dorien Berteletti
So you have a bit of a shake; a 
vibration coming from the front 
end. Typically you may suspect 
the need for balancing and you are 
probably correct, however, there are 
exceptions.
There are some basic things that you 
might consider.
Over the years tyre construction 
has improved a lot so we don’t see 
the masses of weights that were 
common years ago. The problems 
could be with the rim; our cars are 
on average 50 years old. Bet you 
hadn’t realized it, but time passes...
             continued on page 4
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Inventions: Did You Know?  by Ed Taccone
POTATO CHIPS? So what choice do I 
have but to put it in my next article?

How Potato Chips Were Invented
In the summer of 
1853 George Crum 
worked as a chef at 
the Elegant Huron 
Lake Lodge in 
Saratoga Springs, 
New York. One of 
his specialties was 
thick cut French 
fries that were eaten 
with a fork. 

One day, a customer complained that 
Crum’s French fries were too thick. Crum 
made a thinner batch, but the customer 
still thought they were too thick.  

Frustrated, Crum decided to make 
another batch so thin that they couldn’t 
be eaten with a fork. Although he
                      continued on page 5

It’s here. It’s finally here. Spring is in the 
air. The robins are back, the crows are 
noisy as ever (not that I missed them) we 
have two tulips sprouting at the front of 
the house.  And did I mention I saw three 
Wild Turkeys in the back yard watching 
me work on the Spitfire.  Most important 
being the weekend my two youngest 
Granddaughters are going to spend the 
day with me.  They have their own little 
rakes and love to help.  Needless to say 
I don’t expect to accomplish a great deal 
except bonding with my two little curtain 
climbers on a beautiful spring day.  

After a busy day I decided it was time 
to go in and relax.  As most nights I sit 
and watch Wheel of Fortune with my 
father in law Bill, who is in deep sleep 
(I understand this is quite normal when 
you are 90) and soon I will have to wake 
him up to go to bed.  As I sit watching 
and munching on 0 trans fat Lays potato 
chips, it suddenly hit me like a mosquito 
bite in early spring.  WHO INVENTED 
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Editor, British Driven: Angela van Breemen

Dick Powell was the original owner of 
the Nash-Healey that was used in the 
movie “Susan Slept Here”, by RKO Radio 

Pictures. 
Apparently, Powell at 
times, loaned the car to 
the studio for the going 
rate. The character Clark 
Kent also drove a 1953 
Nash-Healey that was 
used in the Superman 
series for four episodes, 
and was featured as 
Kent’s personal vehicle. 
This was the very one, 
originally owned by Dick 

Powell. Over the years the car passed 
through various owners and states of 
disrepair, however, fortunately it was 
recently restored by a car collector and it 
now resides in Grand Rapids, Michigan.
         continued on page 3                

The Turner Classic Movies Network 
turns out to have more to it that only 
vintage movie actors. While watching a 
1954 romantic 
comedy “Susan 
Slept Here”, 
starring Debbie 
Reynolds and 
Dick Powell, I 
saw a vintage 
car Dick Powell 
was driving. In 
the back of my 
mind I had an 
inkling as to its 
manufacturer. 
I thought it was a Nash-Healey and sure 
enough, someone in the movie asks Dick 
Powell what type of car it is and he replies 
“a Nash”.
My curiosity got the better of me, and 
the Internet provided some answers. 

Vintage Movies and Vintage Cars by Peter Pontsa
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Historic License Plates    by Dorien Berteletti
Back in the late 60s, a group of us from 
the Antique and Classic Car Club of 
Canada (ACCC)  petitioned  Queen’s 
Park for special license plates.

Eventually the concept was approved, 
rules written and Historic plates granted 
for vehicles 30 years old and more. In 
those days, that pertained to pre-war 
cars. 

I co-authored the rules with a 
Government team, and wrote them in 
such a way, that although they should 
not be used for going to work or similar 
use, they could be used for pretty much 
any purpose you wanted.

Although there may be some slight 
changes, this is what we wrote and is 
still in force:
 

There are an increasing number of 
Insurance Companies that when issuing  
Classic car Insurance coverage, expect 
the car to have Historic license plates. 
This makes perfect sense to me given 
that the usage rules are pretty much the 
same. 

Having conventional plates, for daily 
use, and paying 4 times more, sort of 
defeats the point when having Vintage 
Car Insurance.  
    Dorien Berteletti 

Note From The Editor: To learn more 
whether Historic License Plates are 
suitable for you, you can visit 

http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/html/
source/regs/english/2001/elaws_src_
regs_r01331_e.htm 

•	 At least 30 years old, and 
mechanically mostly original.

•	 Used in parades, for purposes 
of exhibition, tours or similar 
functions organized by a properly 
constituted automobile club or 
for purposes of repair, testing or 
demonstration for sale.

 
So, in the midst of last month’s storms 
you could be driving your vintage car 
and if stopped could say “ I was testing 
the heater and the Lucas electrics in 
-20°C weather”! How else could you get 
true test results?

The trick is keeping a straight face 
when you say this, whilst your teeth are 
chattering! Still you get the point... any 
time we drive our cars we are testing 
them and or going to an event.
 

Sharing Our Adventures: 12 Hours of Sebring, 2014 by David Maguire
The highlight of the last four weeks for 
me has been my annual pilgrimage to 
the 12 hours of Sebring, Florida, this 
past March 13th to 15th. 

This is a Grand Prix style endurance 
race that lasts 12 hours. The 62nd 
Mobil 1 12 Hours of Sebring Fueled 
by Fresh From Florida, was held at the 
Sebring International Raceway, on the 
former Hendricks Army Airfield, which 
is located near Sebring, Florida. 

Challenge - PRO-AM), GTLM (GT 
LeMans - PRO) and GTD (GT-
Daytona  - PRO-AM). 
Speeds ranged from the Fastest Class 
(Prototype), very fast at almost 200 
mph. to Slowest Class (GT Daytona) 
not so fast, but still up to 165 mph. 
Amongst these amazing cars, was the 
unique DeltaWing which was designed 
by Ben Bowlby and debuted at the 
2012 24 Hours of Le Mans.

Incredibly, they were all out there at the 
same time, all fighting for top spot in 
their class. It was 12 hours loaded with 
thrills, chills and spills.  

The party started on Wednesday and 
just didn’t quit until the checkered flag 
fell at 10:15 pm Saturday night; this is 
when the real parties got started. 

continued on page 4

The race was the second round of the 
inaugural Tudor United Sports Car 
Championship which replaced the 
former American Le Mans Series that 
previously held the 12 Hours since 
1999, as well as the second round of the 
North American Endurance Cup. As 
part of the development of the United 
Sports Car Championship, Daytona 
Prototypes were introduced to the race 
for the first time.

For the 2014 Sebring, there were 63 
cars on a 3.74 mile racetrack with one 
mandate for each driver: Go as fast as 
you can and go for as long as you can! 
Add to the mix, four different pedigrees, 
or classes, if you will, and you have a 
very exciting spectacle. 

The four classes consisted of P 
(Prototype - PRO), PC (Prototype 

The beautiful DeltaWing



Page 3 HBCC Newsletter    May 2014  visit our website at www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org

May 2014HBCC Newsletter

Vintage Movies and Vintage Cars     continued from page 1
this fast sports car could hold the curves 
on the road and improve its steering. 
The front wheels were mounted on 
“swinging arms” pivoted ahead of the 
wheel centre line. This arm cushioned 
against a coil spring. When taking 
bumps, each wheel deflected vertically 
in an arc without change to the tread or 
camber. 

The car also included standard 
equipment, such as English leather 
upholstery, adjustable steering wheel, 
directional signals, chrome wheel 
discs, five four ply whitewall tires and 
overdrive. The heater was an option and 
there were only two colors from which 
to choose. 

In 1952, the second-generation stylish 
bodies came from Pinin Farina, the 
renowned Italian designer, from Turin, 
who added Italian flair to the American 
components. British engineering made 
the ’52 Nash Healey an exceedingly 
delightful international blend. Styling 
cues that were notable included a clean 
oval grill with head lamps positioned in 
board, plus a slightly curved and lower 
one piece windshield. The rear fenders 
sported prominent bulges, which split 
up the slab sides. The engine was called 
the “LeMans Dual Jet Fire Ambassador 
Six.” Later, came a 4.1 L engine with 
domestic Carter carburetors which 
provided 140 BHP, and were used until 
the end of production. 

In 1953, a hardtop coupe named the 
LeMans was awarded first prize in the 
International Concours D’Elegance 
held at Tresa, Italy. At LeMans, the 
convertibles performed incredibly well 
in the endurance race, finishing third in 
1952. It averaged 91.5 mph for 24 hours 
and was one of 17 cars to finish from the 

1953 Nash-Healey. One of the world’s most 
beautiful international collaborations:

British - American - Italian.

The beginnings of the Nash-Healey 
automobile started in 1949 when 
Donald Healey, the famed British 
custom sports car builder, was sailing on 
an ocean liner to the United States. He 
was on his way to visit General Motors 
to see if they would supply Cadillac 
engines for his cars. Donald Healey was 
a camera buff and while on board, met 
another fellow camera buff, who has it 
turned out, was George W. Mason, the 
president of Nash Motors. 

After getting to know each other, and 
the purpose of Donald Healey’s trip, 
George Mason invited him to stay at 
his home in Detroit. Furthermore, he 
informed Donald that he would provide 
inline six cylinder engines if Cadillac 
could not.

At the time, Cadillac was unable to 
meet its own engine demands, let alone 
provide engines to the Donald Healey 
Motor Company, and as a result, he 
took George Mason up on his offer 
to supply the engines. In fact, the two 
collaborated not only to provide engines, 
but also for the distribution of the car 

from Mason’s Nash dealerships. The 
production history began in 1951 at 
which time, the Nash-Healey car was 
designed in a nautical style line and 
sported a race inspired low body.

At the outset, the convertible bodies 
of the Nash Healey were built by the 
Healey company of England. The engine 
was a six-cylinder, overhead valve high 
compression type, with an aluminum 
racing head and other speed related 
modifications. It also included two 
SU horizontal carburetors. Another 
unique feature was its chassis, utilizing 
the Healey “trailing arm” frontend 
suspension. The system was developed so 

58 cars that started. 

It also participated as a pace car for the 
Pan American race. The Nash-Healey 
had a great LeMans record from 1950 
to 1953. In 1952, a special coupe 
entered Mille Miglia and was driven by 
Donald Healey and his son Geoffrey. 
Unfortunately, it crashed, however 
Johnson and McKenzie drove a second 
Nash-Healey and came home fourth 
in class and seventh overall. A fine 
achievement in a notoriously demanding 
event. 

Even with its great track record, sales 
were not improving, so trying all 
forms of marketing, Nash and their 
dealers sponsored more than 20 golf 
tournaments and Sam Snead, the famous 
golfer was impressed enough to buy a 
roadster. 

At the 1951 Chicago Auto Show, 
the car was initially unveiled to the 
public. Mr. Healey decided to give the 
first production model to pop singer 
Petula Clark. In spite of the excellent 
design, marketing and track record the 
Nash-Healey was retired in late 1954. 
Its demise came because it was too 
expensive and its main rivals, Chevy’s 
Corvette, Ford’s Thunderbird and the 
Kaiser Darrin were just as sporty and 
cost far less. 

The Nash-Healey was a gallant 
experiment that has left us with one of 
the most extraordinary and collectible 
cars of the 1950s. The international 
collaboration of Donald Healey and 
George Mason is a noble tribute to an 
exceptional sports car that continues 
to be collected and appreciated by car 
enthusiasts to this very day.
         
       Peter T. Pontsa    

Donald Healey at work at his drawing board.

The first Nash-Healey restored.



The entire week was filled with practices 
and qualifying runs, along with other 
sanctioned races including Porches and 
Ferraris. 
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Technical Corner: Front End Vibrations  ... continued from page 1
First thing is to jack up the front end so 
the wheels are clear of the ground. Your 
brakes are fine because you have done 
due diligence and made sure all is OK 
and they are not dragging. See previous 
articles on brakes by Ed Taccone and 
yours truly.
Place a stone, piece of wood or? 
about 1” in front of the tyre and start 
spinning the wheel by hand. Watch 
the distance/space between the object 
and the tyre as you spin...the faster the 
better, does it remain fairly constant? If 
so, then it proves you don’t have run-
out and your combined wheel/tyre are 
round, so balancing would be the next 
item to check.
In most cases you need to take the 
wheel/tyre to a shop. I don’t advise 
taking the car as they like to use impact 
guns and you may never get the wheels 
off again! Happened to a friend of 
mine... had a flat and we could not 
remove the wheel and the driver of the 
CAA truck could not do so either. It 
was a Saturday evening and it was last 
month so nice and cold... the car was 
towed to the garage that did the work. 
My friend was without a car until 
Monday morning...a  list of adjectives 
in English and foreign languages was 
provided to help explain the situation! 
It was a 6 year old Volvo...nothing 
“strange”.
Typical wheel nut torque for most 

cars is around 50 lbs. or the manual 
strength needed using the tools supplied 
with the car. Many shops use 70 to 90 
lbs. and will tell you they know what 
they are doing!  Ladies please note...this 
is may be a good reason as to why you 
have a man in your life!
Anyway you are now at the shop and 
here comes the good part. Make sure 
you ask them to check the balance....
note the word check and NOT balance. 
Typically they will remove the existing 
weights and balance the wheel. You 
have not got to that stage yet, so it 
wastes your time and time is money!

The reason you want them to check 
the wheel the way it is, is to help you 
figure out where the problem is, as the 
vibration may not be wheel related but 
front end issues or other.
If they mount the wheel on their 
machine, as is without removing any 
weights, and it checks out ok, then that 

was not the problem. They still get 
paid for their work... and they save lead 
weights!
The way they normally do this is to 
remove the weights, balance the wheel, 
reinstall it or you do...then you have 
to go on a road test and that may 
not be for some time depending on 
weather and your schedule. What if the 
vibration is still there? then it was not 
a balancing issue and you would have  
known sooner.
Going back to the wheel hand 
spinning... what if the distance moved 
in and out noticeably. Balancing will 
not help you. You may have a bent rim 
or a tyre that is out of round due to 
construction issues or? Depending on 
the rarity of the wheel, with cost factors 
to consider, you may want to keep 
the ensemble as it is, and still drive in 
comfort.
Those of us who race are used to 
“peeling”.  It is a lathe like machine 
with a blade like an apple peeler. The 
wheel/tyre ensemble are mounted in 
the machine and then as the wheel is 
slowly turned, the blade cuts the high 
spots off the tyre until it is perfectly 
round. 
Hope this gives you some help next 
time you suspect something is wrong 
up front.                                              
             Dorien Berteletti           

Sharing Our Adventures: 12 Hours of Sebring, 2014   ... continued from page 2

Ford was back on top in the 12 hours of Sebring

Kings of the Road. I am very blessed to 
say that Bubba has been my best friend 
for the past 65 years and Bubba, “We’re 
still cruising after all these years.”

There are 12 more events scheduled 
for the Tudor United Sports Car 
Championship this year, and two of 
those events, will be within reasonable 
driving distance, at Watkins Glen from 
June 28 to 29 and at the Canadian Tire 
Motorsport Park, July 12 to 13. 

Now that I am so enthralled with this 
sport, I know I will be making the trek 
to at least one more of these events! 
    David Maguire 

The whole thing started for me three 
years ago, when my brother and 
fellow HBCC member, Jerry, whom 
I affectionately call Bubba, decided to 
treat me to an airline ticket as a birthday 
present to visit his Florida home. 

Bubba has been a longtime fan of 
Nascar but I really hadn’t had any 
exposure to Motor Racing of any 
nature, however by the fifth lap I was 
hooked! The whole week for me was a 
journey back 50 years to our teenage 
years and the souped up street machines 
of those days. Legends in our own 
minds, but we did imagine ourselves as 
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1 Understeer: is when you hit the wall 
with the front of the car.

2 Oversteer: is when you hit the wall 
with the back of the car.

3 Horsepower: is how fast you hit the 
wall.

4 Torque: is how far you move the wall 
when you hit it.

Sports Car Racing Conditions Defined

Thinking of organizing an event? Contact 
Jane Tully, our Events Coordinator 

UPCOMING EVENTS
(for full list visit our website)

GENERAL MEETING:
May 7th, 2014 at the Legion
Speakers: Ralph and Sam Philps, will be
talking about their exciting trip last year

May Blossom Run
Saturday May 24, 2014
Hosts: Peter Pontsa and A. van Breemen

GENERAL MEETING:
Wednesday, June 4th, 2014 - BBQ 
Meeting at Residence of Mary and 
Jean-Louis Valade

Orangeville Blues & Jazz Festival
Friday June 6th, 2014

Orangeville Legion Show & Shine
Saturday, June 7th, 2014
Run in the morning and Show 11:30 am
Admission $5.00, prizes with BBQ avail.

Kilbride Castle Drive
Saturday June 21, 2014
Hosts: Tom and Jean Hodgson

Special BBQ Meeting 
Wednesday July 2nd, 2014
“THE PANCAKE RUN” at Residence of                                                                                         
S. & E. Taccone 

Annual Hockley Hill Climb
Thursday July 3rd, 2014

ENGLISH SUMMER TEA,
July 26th, 2014
Hosts: Ralph & Kimberly Evans

GENERAL MEETING:
Wednesday, Aug. 6th 2014 - BBQ 
Meeting at Residence M & W Mason

My reaction to this was agony and 
despair until further investigation 
revealed in Ontario in 1930 an engineer 
(you know whom I’m talking about) 
experimented with white dotted lines 
down the centre of a road. 

Within 3 years they had become 
standard throughout the continent. 
Nowhere does it mention painted 
centrelines from State side articles that it 
was adopted world wide such as was the 
case with our Canadian counterpart and 
I do not see any concrete evidence that 
proves otherwise. 

Therefore, a message to our neighbours 
to the south “I’M SORRY” but World 
and Continent take precedence. My 
faith has been restored and we treasure 
what is ours, and don’t forget “We are 
Canadian, EH!!”

Gears
One of the most innovative inventions 
of  all time and no one person to 
associate with the invention. It is not 
known who invented the very first gear. 

Gears have been in use for thousands of 
years. In fact, 3000 year old gears with 
meshed teeth were joined together to 
form rotary motion. 

I wonder if they were intended for the 
very first MG?
            Ed Taccone
Note: For those amongst us with culinary 
skills, visit http://www.canadianliving.
com/food/saratoga_chips.php to make 
your own Saratoga Chips.

Inventions: Did You Know?    ... continued from page 1
didn’t intend to please the customer 
with these paper thin potato crisps, the 
customer loved them! Other customers 
began to request them and the potato 
chip was born. Crum added them to 
the Moon Lake Lodge menu as a new 
specialty called “Saratoga Chips.”

Lines On The Road
In 1930 John D. Millar an engineer, 
working for the Ontario Department 
of Transport, thought up the idea of 
painting lines on the roads. 

The world’s first lines were painted on 
a portion of highway near the Ontario/
Quebec border. The innovation caught 
on quickly and within three years 
white lines were a common standard 
throughout North America. 

Over time, double, dashed, yellow and 
other lines were added to send various 
messages to drivers. With today’s 
vehicular congestion, people owe a lot 
to this Canadian for keeping traffic 
organized and predictable. If it weren’t 
for Millar’s idea, driving would be a lot 
like the bumper car ride at amusement 
parks, but without the fun! 

All my hopes were dashed as a proud 
Canadian, however, when I was 
informed that in 1911 Edward N. Hines 
from Michigan conceived the Centreline 
for highways. An invention which has 
been called the most important single 
traffic safety device in the history of auto 
transportation. 

If you are interested in advertising your business or services in British Driven, 
business card sized ads and quarter page ads will be available starting with the 
June Issue. For further details, contact Jean-Louis Valade through our website at 

www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org 
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To arrange to have your advertisement 
placed here, please contact 

Jean-Louis Valade 
at jlvalade@rogers.com or

519-927-5052

$100.00 per annum 
for 1/4 page ad

specs required are 4.0” x 4.5”

Sponsor to provide high resolution 
artwork in jpg, tiff, indd or pdf 

format.

$50.00 per annum
for business card size

specs required are 3.5” x 2”

Sponsor to provide high resolution artwork 
in jpg, tiff, indd or pdf format.

British Driven Sponsorship Rates; minimum 10 issues per year will be published  


