
Technical Corner:
Dorien’s Quiz Answer! 

by Dorien Berteletti
So why did the Rolls/Bentley roll 
backwards down the hill?

In the early twenties Rolls Royce 
was contemplating a 4 wheel brake 
system and after much research 
decided to get a license from the 
French car manufacturer Hispano 
Suiza.
This was a 4 wheel brake system 
with a servo, actuated by a 
miniature PTO system working 
with a clutch / flywheel system. A 
fair amount of testing was done and 
            continued on page 4
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Inventions: Did You Know?  by Ed Taccone
think of a couple of interesting inventions 
I should write about for my next 
Inventions: Did you Know? column in 
the HBCC June newsletter. 

On our way to bowling Isaac announced 
he had thought of a couple interesting 
inventions I should write about. The 
following are my picks.

Electric Car Heater 
A Canadian inventor, Thomas Ahearn  
takes credit for the first electric car heater, 
introduced 
in 1890. 
The basic 
design used 
an electrically 
operated 
blower to 
exchange heat 
between the 
interior and 
the engine. 

I wonder if fumes in the cabin were an 
issue?                      continued on page 4

As I work feverishly to put the final 
touches on the Spitfire to be ready for 
the coming season I can’t help but watch 
with great pride, my grandson helping me 
whenever he can, from his busy school 
schedule. 

He has taken  great interest with the work 
in progress and believe me it is wonderful 
to see a sixteen year old willing to carry 
on the tradition for the love of the Classic 
addiction. After spending a good part of 
a fine Saturday fixing, we decided it was 
time to call it a day. 

As we walked towards the house, rather 
slowly on my part, Isaac asked if I 
needed Great’s walker? You see, his Great 
Grandfather is referred to as GREAT by 
our grand children. I promptly told him 
in no uncertain terms that I am years 
away from using a walker and since I 
would be taking him bowling this evening 
I would give him a lesson on how it’s 
played. 

Once inside the house, I asked Isaac to 
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Editor, British Driven: Angela van Breemen

along our journey, so he wanted each lady 
to enjoy a rose, during the trip!
Club members waiting to embark, sighed 

with relief when Alan 
Sands was able to fix 
the throttle cable on the 
Morgan. All 19 British 
cars were ready and 
willing, but the Sand’s 
Jaguar, spilled coolant, 
and didn’t make it off 
the starting line.
Alas, within less than 
a kilometre of the 
Museum, the clutch 
failed on Peter and 

Angela’s Jaguar. Club members rallied 
around, and pushed the poor kitten to the 
side of the road. What would British car 
owners do without some sort of road side 
assistance? 
                  continued on page 3                

This past May 24th, our Club enjoyed 
our first official run of the 2014 Driving 
Season, with our Spring Blossom Run 
which took 
us through 
a beautiful 
scenic route 
that meandered 
through Alton, 
the Cataracts, 
Caledon 
Mountain, 
Belfountain 
with the Halton 
County Radial 
Railway and 
Museum as our 
destination. 
Before leaving on our trip, Peter Pontsa 
handed out roses to all the ladies in our 
group. He told me that he was worried 
there would not be enough blossoms 

The Blossom Run, The Railway and The Lottery!              

Thomas Ahearn
Source: Library and Archives Canada
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Many automobile enthusiasts love to 
work on their own cars. One of the 
dream items for the garage of any 
D.I.Y. is to have his or her very own 
lift. 

Unfortunately, there are many 
disreputable distributors who falsely 
advertise a higher weight capacity 
than is the actual case. The American 
National Standards Institute (ANSI) 
has strict guidelines, which are also 
recognized in Canada concerning the 
rating capacity of lifts. 

In fact, lifts made according to ANSI 
standards are designed to actually have 
1.5 x the capacity of the stated rating. 
For example, a 10,000 lb lift rating 
could handle 15,000 lbs. 

One distributor, Greg Smith 
Equipment, in the U.S. became so 
concerned about the false advertising, 
that they did their own in house stress 
test on a two post lift. The distributor 
advertised the lift to have a 10,000 
lb. lift capacity, even though it was 
actually rated for 7,000 lbs by the 
manufacturer. 

The lift’s rated lifting capacity 
was tested according to ANSI, the 
benchmark of USA Lift Industry 
Standards and completely failed the 
test.  The lift was showing strain at the 
7,000 lb. mark, but when subjected 
to the 10,000 lb rating which this 
particular distributor claimed it could 
handle, the lift collapsed.   

During the test, the carriage and 
cylinder of the lift were so damaged, 
that they had to be removed with the 
use of a forklift. 

Greg Smith Equipment produced a 
video of the testing of the lift, and 
should you be interested in viewing 
this video, you can visit http://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=XLUjq6ijvVc

The best rule of thumb when 
considering the purchase of a hoist is 

don’t forget to consider the cost of 
moving the  hoist and reinstalling it.
•	 Warranty and Maintenance
Make sure you understand the 
warranty details of the model and 
maintenance required on your part.

•	 Safety
Ensure your lifts is ANSI and ALI/
ETL Certified, meaning they have 
been tested by the ETL (Intertek 
Testing Services) and meet safety 
standards.

•	 Lift Type: Two or Four Post?
Two post surface mounted lifts are 
the most popular, however a four 
post lift can accommodate just about 
anything – such as trucks, SUVs, cars 
and vans.

•	 Specifications
Make sure the lift you’re considering 
meets your specifications exactly. 
Keep in mind lift specifications, 
such as the size of the base of the lift 
(which provides stability and helps 
distribute weight to the floor), overall 
width, speed of the rise, voltage and 
more. 

•	 Your Challenges
Ask questions such as:
1) Why do I need a lift? Is it for 
working on your vehicle or for 
storage?
2) Do you want easy to use controls?
3) Are you looking for cleanliness and 
reliability?
4) What are your space constraints?
5) What is the maintenance schedule?
6) How accessible is the manufacturer 
/distributor to address technical 
issues?

•	 Do Your Research: 
Buying a new vehicle lift can be a 
difficult process, so don’t hesitate 
to contact properly certified 
professionals for the advice you need.
 Sources:  
1. Jerry Hergott, www.apachelifts.com
2. Automotive Lift Institute (ALI) 

http://www.autolift.org/

to look for the gold label on the left 
post, stating that the hoist meets the 
ANSI and ALI/ETL standards.

There are many reputable hoist 
manufacturers across the world, 
however, many lifts, like so many 
products today, are made in China. 
Main brand names such as Apache 
and Challenger are built according 
to North American specifications, 
with supervisors present at the plants 
to ensure strict adherence to these 
standards.

If you are thinking of buying a lift, the 
following points are crucial for you to 
consider:

•	 New vs. Used
Buying a used lift comes with 
certain risks since they would not be 
warranted by the manufacturer. Also, 
used lifts may not have been serviced 
and maintained properly according 
to the manufacturer’s recommended 
maintenance procedures, meaning 
they may not be as safe and reliable as 
a new lift would be.

On the flip side, buying a new hoist, 
with above ground bolts to the floor, 
offers you versatility should you ever 
move, or decide to sell your hoist and 
gives you the opportunity to get some 
of your investment back. If you are 
installing an abpove ground lift, you 
will need at least 6” of good concrete. 

Buying a used hoist is usually about 
half the price of a new one, however, 

What Things to Consider When Buying a Hoist
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Search For Standard-Triumph Site in Toronto: Where Was It?   by Rupert Lloyd Thomas
I wrote about the Triumph cars of Fred 
Hayes in the March edition of British 
Driven. The black TR2 from 1954 
was prepared at the headquarters of 
Standard-Triumph (Canada) Ltd., in 
Toronto. This was said to be on Evans 
Avenue.

A search on Google Street View turned 
up the site, off Evans Avenue and facing 
what is now the Gardiner Expressway. 
A quick visit and a modern photograph 
confirms that the building is little 
changed from sixty years ago.

I frequently drive along Evans Avenue 
and could not place the building. I 
purchased a copy of the booklet British 
Motor Industry in Canada - 1961 Year 
Book and Directory,  at the Ancaster 
swap meet, and now had a picture of 
the headquarters taken at night. 

The building combined the Head 
Offices and the factory parts depot. 
The address was given as The Queen 
Elizabeth Way, 496 Evans Avenue, 
Toronto. More confusion.

The Blossom Run, The Railway and the Lottery   continued from page 1

scrap metal company; no small sum in 
those days. 

The parents of these young men were 
understandably adverse to the idea 
of having two railcars sitting on their 
front lawn, and these enterprising 
fellows jumped on the chance to buy 
the land where the Museum sits today, 
for basically the cost of 10 years worth 
of back taxes - a sum of about $200.00.

With the purchase of their first two 
railcars, and the land, they were in 
business and the Halton County Radial 
Railway and Museum was born!
Of the eight young men, four still live 
today, and frequently visit their dream 
that no doubt became larger than they 
could ever have imagined.

At one point, Mary Valade asked our 
tour guide, Jim about the number of 
volunteers involved, which number 
over  300. Interestingly, you have to 
buy a membership to be a volunteer! 
He explained however, that only 
about 17 members are regularly there, 
painstakingly restoring these beautiful 
old machines. As Mary put it “It’s gotta 
be a true labour of love.”

After the tour our group hopped 
on a railcar and took a ride through 
woodlands filled with trilliums and 
sunshine, full of the promise this time
of year offers us weary souls after this 
particularly tough winter. 

           continued on page 5

We have all been there, stranded by the 
side of the road, but that is part of the 
British Car experience, and is not for 
the faint of heart. So, Driving a British 
Car really is like the Lottery - your 
number will come up some time!
Tom Hodgson’s sound advice in a 
previous issue of British Driven about 
coming well equipped with tools was 
duly remembered and noted by all 
those present!
Once we arrived at the Radial Museum, 
our tour guide was waiting to take 
us around the grounds. Many of our 
members remembered their days 
living in Toronto where they used the 
streetcars and subways on a regular 
basis. 

What struck many of us as so 
remarkable were the posters and signage 
that was left intact in the streetcars, and 
subways. Our group was as boisterous 
and enthusiastic as usual, with many 
exclamations, such as “A house in 
Toronto for only $79,999!” or “LUX 
Soap -I remember using that!” It was 

truly like walking into a time capsule. 
It was enjoyable listening to the happy 
reminiscing of our fellow members.

One very impressive fact we learned is 
that there would never have been a

Radial Museum if it had not been for 
the forward thinking of eight young 
men back in 1953. Subway lines were 
being opened and the need for as many 
streetcars was less. The TTC was going 
to be sending the streetcars to the scrap 
yard, and when the young men asked if 
they could have the streetcars, they were 
told no, but they could buy one, and get 
one free for the sum of $150.00, what 
the TTC would have received from the 



strenuous. He cut five ten pins down to 
about 75% of their size and used hand 
sized hard rubber balls, thus inventing 
the original version of five pin bowling.
 
And so there you have it. Just dawned 
on me why the Brat picked five pin 
bowling sending a message not to 
strain my aging body and I will not 
mention the results from our evening 
of bowling. 

That’s okay, I took it valiantly, but the 
walker invention, that was a low blow. 
Until next time and signing off yours 
truly “ Composte”.
   Ed Taccone

Tubeless Tire
In 1903 P.W. Litchfield of the Good 
Year Tire Co. patented the first tubeless 
tire however it was never commercially 
exploited until the 1954 Packard.

Electric Speedometer
The first electric speedometer was 
invented in 1888 by Josif Belusic 
(Belušić) from Croatia and was actually 
named a Velocimeter. It was patented 
in Austria-Hungary under the name 
of “velocimeter.” He showed his 
invention at the 1889 World Fair in 
Paris and later renamed it ‘Controllore 
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Technical Corner: Rolls Royce Braking  ... continued from page 1
some stressful /exciting moments when 
RR cars, rear-ended the Hispano car 
as they could not come close to its 
breaking capabilities!

The Hispano French rep was Jean 

Paradis  and for RR it was William 
Temlies. Given that we have a William 

and a Jean in our active membership, I 
included them in the story.
From around 1926 onwards to the 

early 50s Rolls Royce and then Bentley 
used (under license)  the Hispano Suiza  
mechanical servo on all their cars.
It is a wonderful system but designed 
for mechanical brakes or in the case of 
RR, pre-war cars.
Early PW cars used hydraulic in the 
frt and mechanical at the rear with 
the master cylinder actuated by levers 
operating from the PTO. 
If the car is not in motion, the 
driveshaft does not turn and hence the 
PTO is ineffective and the master cyl is 
not activated = no brakes! 
In the quiz given, in about 6 feet of 
rolling,  the driveshaft would turn 
sufficiently for the PTO to have 
engaged and stopped the car. Problem...
how close are you to the other car/
pedestrian?
The rule is to always use the handbrake 
when stopping on a hill when driving a 
Rolls/Bentley ...could use this idea on 
other cars!                              
         Dorien Berteletti           

Inventions: Did You Know?    ... continued from page 1
Automatico per Vetture’. In the U.S., 
Arthur Warner and his brother Charles, 
invented the first automobile speedometer 
which made them both rich. 
 
The next two are my Grandson’s picks.
 
The Able Walker
The able walker was patented in 1986. 
This was made possible by Norm 
Rolston in Canada. It is considered one 
of the most significant inventions in the 
country.
 
Five Pin Bowling
Five pin bowling is a bowling variant 
which is played only in Canada, where 
most bowling alleys offer it either 
alone or in combination with ten pin 
bowling. It was devised around 1909 by 
Thomas F. Ryan in Toronto Ontario, 
in his Toronto Bowling Club, in 
response to customers who complained 
that the ten pin game was too 

Brake and Shifter

Power Brake
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Thinking of organizing an event? 
Contact Jane Tully, 

our Events Coordinator

UPCOMING EVENTS
(for full list visit our website)

GENERAL MEETING:
Wednesday, June 4th, 2014 - BBQ 
Meeting at Residence of Mary and 
Jean-Louis Valade

Orangeville Blues & Jazz Festival
Friday June 6th, 2014

Orangeville Legion Show & Shine
Saturday, June 7th, 2014
Meet at Tim’s (DQ) on the by-pass 9:30 
am. for a pre show run & depart 10:00 
am. or meet at Legion (John St.) 11:30 am.
Admission $5.00, prizes with BBQ avail.

Kilbride Castle Drive
Saturday June 21, 2014
Meet atTim’s (DQ) on the by-pass 9:30 am. 
& depart 10:00 am. Drive to area with 
lunch before tour (run goes rain or shine)
- 1:30 pm.tour (approx.1 hr.) of Kilbride 
Castle, home of the Livingston family
Hosts: Tom and Jean Hodgson

Special BBQ Meeting 
Wednesday July 2nd, 2014
“THE PANCAKE RUN” at Residence of                                                                                         
S. & E. Taccone. BBQ and pancakes with 
the famous “Taccone Maple Syrup”
Meet at theTaccones 2:30 pm. leave at 3:00 
pm. for short run to pick up strawberries
Games and prizes before dinner, General 
Meeting at 7:30 pm.

Annual Hockley Hill Climb
Thursday July 3rd, 2014

ENGLISH SUMMER TEA,
July 26th, 2014
Convoy departs Blighty’s at 1:00 p.m.
Tea Location: Bolton (under Canvas)
Dress: Garden Party, Hat optional
$8.00 per person.
Hosts: Ralph & Kimberly Evans 

GENERAL MEETING:
Wednesday, Aug. 6th 2014 - BBQ 
Meeting at Residence M & W Mason

Saturday Aug. 9th, 2014 - 6th ANNUAL 
RALLY, Hosts Leah and Mark Hill

After our very enjoyable visit, we jumped 
back into our cars, and with the kind of 
bond and friendship, our Club always 
shows, Angela and Peter were able to 
play “Musical Cars” and hitched rides 
with other members to the restaurant, 
Heaven on Seven for lunch.

Many thanks to Don Fysh, Linda 
Lockyer, Ed and Fern Taccone and 
Ed Thornton for helping Peter and 
myself with rides, and getting us 
home. Also thanks in general to all the 
members on the Blossom Run for their 
moral support. Even though, we all 
know our beloved British Cars will break 
down now and again, it is never a happy 
experience when it does!

Hopefully, our E-Type will be not be 
so moody for the next HBCC event, 
which will be Tom and Jean Hodgson’s 
interesting trip planned to Baden to tour 
the Killbride Castle!
            Angela van Breemen

The Blossom Run, The Railway and the Lottery   continued from page 2

the luggage rack is a nice touch, since 
the Jag doesn’t have a boot. Lift the 
bonnet and revel in the detail of the 
DOHC (double overhead cam) straight 
six with three Weber carburetors and 
it also has a dry sump. The XKSS was 
originally a D-Type Racer which were 
not for sale. A fire in 1957 burnt most 
of the Jags and tools, however there were 
enough parts and bits to produce 16 
D-Types.

US importer Johannes Eerdmans asked 
Jaguar to finish them off as a road car, 

since he knew 
there was a 
market for 
them. 

Steve 
McQueen 
purchased his 
in 1958 for 
$4000. These 
days they 

rarely come up for sale and when they 
do, they command $2 to $2.5 million. 
Incredibly expensive and no replacement 
parts as well. Auto Art still has available 
the XKSS limited edition at affordable 
prices for those die cast enthusiasts who 
appreciate a well-built model.
   Peter Pontsa

Jaguar’s ultra-rare sports car was Steve 
McQueen’s favorite car for his midnight 
romps along Mulholland Drive. People 
who lived in the Hollywood Hills, 
would hear his Jag coming and say 
“Yeah there goes McQueen.” His XKSS 
number 713, affectionately called the 
green rat, was modified by a few of 
McQueen’s iconic friends. 

Tony Nancy gave the car its unique 
leather interior treatment and pin 
striping innovator Von Dutch fabricated 
a glove box door to keep McQueen’s 
shades safe 
during his 
midnight forays.

Auto Art 
has captured 
these unique 
applications on 
its 1:18 scale 
die cast model 
as well as other 
specifications that embodied the XKSS. 
Auto Arts’ quality level is consistent and 
always of high order. Each piece involves 
the input of several hundred pairs of 
hands, applying their skills throughout 
the production process. The doors open, 
the steering wheel works, the spare tire 
resides in a separate compartment, and 

Jaguar XKSS, Steve McQueen’s Private Collection, by Auto Art
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The Sponsors’ Corner

If you are interested in advertising your business or services in 
British Driven, business card sized ads and quarter page ads 

are now available.
 For further details, contact Jean-Louis Valade through our 

website www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org 

$100.00 per annum 
for 1/4 page ad

specs required are 4.0” x 4.5”

$50.00 per annum
for business card size

specs required are 3.5” x 2”

Sponsor to provide high resolution 
artwork in jpg, tiff, indd or pdf format.

* a minimum of 10 isues per year will 
be published.

Your Ad Here

To arrange to have your advertisement 
placed here, please contact 

Jean-Louis Valade 

www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org

Come Discover 
The Past Glories Of Toad Hollow*

•	 Vintage Toys, Games & Collectibles.
•	 Antique Furniture.
•	 Victorian Architectural Pieces

PERPETUAL GARAGE SALE!

By Chance or Appointment Only, 
Call David Maguire at 519-216-0138

* located at the rear of  
55 Townline, Orangeville

RCR Realty, Brokerage 
Indepedendently Owned & Operated

David Maguire, Sales Representative
Serving Your Real Estate Needs in 

Dufferin County Since 1984

Business: 519.941.5151 or 905.450.3355
E-mail: dmaguire@royallepage.ca
visit me at www.dmaguire.ca
Toll Free: 1.800.268.2455   * Cell: 519.216.0138


