BRITISH DRIVEN: THE HBCC NEWS

A NEWSLETTER FOR THE BRITISH CAR ENTHUSIAST

Technical Comer:
Ethanol In Gasoline - The
Issues, And What Can We Do
About It?

Source: Tom Hodgson and Ron Pincoe
Earlier this year, Tom Hodgson and
Ron Pincoe gave us an interesting
presentation on ethanol in gasoline.
Now that we are firmly into the
driving season, it makes sense to

be aware of the issues gasoline with
ethanol may have our cars.

Ron has talked to us a couple of
times about what might happen
when we can no longer buy ethanol
free gasoline, which could be in the
range of 5,10 to 15% ethanol.
continued on page 3
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My First Experiences With British Cars &y 7om Hodgson

It has occurred to me that within our
club there must be some amazing stories
of our first cars. This is especially true
of those of us who started driving in the

U.K.

My own driving

started at 10 years

old, trying to drive

a 1934 Fordson

farm tractor. [ was

too weak to turn

the steering wheel

so crashed through

a hedge on my first

day. (No power steering in those days).
After that I learned to start turning much
sooner.

By 13 years old or so I was quite good at
ploughing using hydraulic lift Ferguson
systems. | can remember sometimes on
heavy ground the front wheels came

up instead of the plough lifting. I lived

Inventions: Did You Know?

The greatest country in the world is
turning one hundred and forty seven years
young and while Canadians are generally
considered to be polite, under the radar
type folks, Canada has

given the world some of its

greatest inventions.

In honour of Canada Day,
here are just a handful, I
have picked of Canada’s
gifts to the world. From all
of us at Headwaters British
Car Club, “HAPPY

BIRTHDAY CANADA,
and thank you.”

* Superman - Created by Canadian born
Joe Shuster and American born writer
Joe Siegel in 1932.

e Basketball - invented by James
Naismith in 1891.

* Standard Time- Introduced by Sir
Sanford Fleming in 1878.

* AM Radio - Invented by Reginald
Fessenden in 19006.

e Walkie Talkies - Invented by Donald L.

long enough to learn. There was no
synchromesh on any gears on these
machines so you very soon learned to
shift smoothly.

We lived in very hilly
country so if the grass was
wet, downhill, and the
tractors would often run
away with the differential
allowing one wheel to
spin rapidly backwards
while you kept gaining
speed.

[ was lucky but both my brothers had
serious tractor accidents and have metal
in their jaws and such. (No differential
lock existed then).

By about age 18 or 19, I moved to
motor-cycles. One Vellocette, then BSAs.
That was good driving experience too
using a clutch and fast gear changes.
continued on page 3

by Ed Taccone

Hings and Alfred J. Gross in 1942.
*  Prosthetic Hand - Invented by Helmut
Lucas in 1971.

*  Snowblower- Invented by Arthur
Sicard in1925.
* Ice Hockey - Invented in
Windsor Nova Scotia.
e Pablum - Invented by
Frederick Tisdale, Theodore
Drake and Allan Brow in 1930.
*  Caulking Gun - Invented
by Theodore Witte in 1894.
*  Easy Off - Invented by
Herbert McCool in 1932.
*  Cardiac Pace Maker-
Invented by John Hopps.

*  Garbage Bag - Invented by Harry

Wasylyk in 1950.

Paint Roller - Invented by James

Breakey.

Special thanks to two of the most important
individuals that make us proud to be
Canadian at the mere mention of Frederick
Banting (Insulin) and Alexander Graham
Bell (Telephone).

Ed Taccone

visit our website at www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org
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TR4 Police Car 4100H] Comm. No. CT75710: Today Worth £35,000

Bill and Marion Mason recently
returned from an exciting trip to
England. During their travels, of
particular interest to them was a white
TR4 that was used by the Southend-
on-sea County Borough Constabulary
in May 1962.

Purchased new, Bill Burles, the
Superintendent at the time, delegated

the car as the Constabulary’s “fast
pursuit car.” Amazingly this TR4 was
driven about 1,000 miles per week,
being sent out on two shifts per day,
with either the 9-5, 5-1 am shift or the
7-3 am shift.

A 2009 article that appeared in the
Essex LAW magazine featuring the car,
brought back memories for officers

The morning started out grey and a bit
gloomy, not at all what the weatherman
had been promising us, during the days
leading up to Tom and Jean Hodgson’s
June 21st tour to Castle Kilbride.
Thankfully, as soon as the tour began,
and the further west we drove, the skies
became blue. In fact, it was a day full
of sunshine, as we travelled through
gorgeous country side.

We were thrilled to have fellow HBCC
member, Britney Pessot of Tesla Motors
join us on the run, with the 2008
Roadster. This car has a Lotus Elise
body, and runs on an electric drive train,
and was manufactured jointly by Lotus
and Tesla. According to Motor Trend
magazine, this incredible car goes from 0
to 60 m.p.h. in 4.0 seconds and its range
is 350 km.

We stopped along the way in

Bloomingdale to indulge in ice cream,
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who had driven her. Apparently, the
car originally had no seat belts, and

one officer related to current owner,
Neil Revington, that he remembered
hanging onto the underside of the seat
while in fast pursuit. Eventually the
seat pulled away from the floor, and the
garage welded stout plates to the chassis
and bolted the seats to those. Later on,
seat belts were added.

From today’s perspective it must have
been quite a sight to see officers driving
top down, caps with chin straps firmly
in place.

The car was retired from service
and changed ownership several
times. In 2005, Neil Revington,
owner of Revington TR, based out
of Thorngrove Barns in Middlezoy,
Somerset purchased the car.

The car had deteriorated significantly,
and Neil Revington decided to restore
the car, not as a concourse car, but
rather to represent and honour the era
of when it was used as a police car by
the Southend-on-sea Constabulary.
This is quite remarkable in this day
and age, when many of these timeless

there is a growing trend by restorers
who recognize the provenance and
history of a car, and work hard to
faithfully recreate a car to its original
condition.

In Revington’s case, the Police Vehicle
Enthusiasts Club were able to help him
find the special equipment that was
missing to bring his unique car back to
its former glory.

By July 2011, all that was missing were
the long armed wing mirrors and the
long aerial. On March 27th, 2013, the
final parts were located and the car is
now complete.

If sold today, this car would be worth £35,000!
Many thanks to Bill and Marion Mason

beauties are over restored. Fortunately  for sharing this story with us.

Outstanding Tour to Castle Kilbride, Baden, Ontario &y Angels van Breemen

and to meet up with members of the

Waterloo British Car Club.

Our convoy of 19 cars then made its
way along a charming route to Angie’s
Country Kitchen in St. Agatha, where
we dined on scrumptious food from the

buffet.

After lunch we headed over to the Castle
Kilbride, where, the gates to the main

entrance were opened especially for our
group. We learned that many garden
parties graced the front lawn of this
stately 10,000 square foot castle and

it was great to see our wonderful cars
encircling the driveway, with Kilbride
Castle as a back drop.

Castle Kilbride was built in 1877 by

James Livingston, Canada’s “Flax Mill

King” and is boasts one of the finest
continued on page 5
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My First Experiences with British Cars ..consinued from page 1

My first car driving experience was in the
driving instructor’s later type Austin A40.
The rear part of those cars was used on
the MGB GT. Right from the Leyland
parts bin. That car had push button
starting. Let no silly reporter today tell
you today, this has just been invented.

My own first car was a 1952 Austin A40
Devon pickup. 1200 cc OHV engine,

4 speed with central trafficator controls.
(Flashing indicators came soon after that
time.) It ran well enough but I crashed it
into a wall after about 3 months so didn’t
hardly get used to it.

The enclosed picture shows the car
version. I suffered little damage but my
cousin (my passenger) got scalped. We
had been drinking, so I remember they
stitched him up without anesthetic.

Two faces of the Austin A40.

(left) Devon/Dorset and Farina. Corsair estate (right)

Soon after, I borrowed my brother’s
1938 Singer 10 one day and found it
had the most beautiful remote gear shift
I have ever used. Nothing before or
since and direct has been so simple with
perfect shifting positions.

Technical Corner: Ethanol In Gasoline - The Issues, And What Can We Do? ...

The current information from several
sources is that these issues fall into four
types of potential problems.

* Faster evaporation leading to rough
running and misfiring on warm days.
The MG Car Club consider this to be the
most serious issue. In the U.K. they have
only seen 5% ethanol until very recently.
* Deterioration of rubber parts such as
hose and gaskets

* Phase separation when enough water is
present.

* Corrosion of metal parts and fuel tank
linings. Burlen who make Amal and SU
carburetors have made changes to the
metals they use, for example, using nickel
instead of zinc in some alloys.

Below are some ideas on how we can
be aware of and meet these challenges
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After recovering I went mad and bought
a Wolelsey 6/80. (2,250 ccs OHC
engine). The police used these a lot in

the 1950’s. I have no idea why. They
were very smooth and comfortable but
so heavy on the front they were useless
in snow. The worst part was they burned
exhaust valves in about 6 months. The
performance was great for 2 months

then got worse till rebuilt. The valves
were threaded inside their stems using a
mushroom shaped top which allowed the
overhead cam to push directly onto the
valve. These valves were very expensive
so I had to change to a car that ran less
greedily. I did miss the nice leather seats
in the 6/80. It had a good column change
too. It also had a nice soft, adjustable,
torsion bar suspension.

One memory stays with me. Jean and |
drove to Edinburgh on our honeymoon.
When arriving on a dark rainy night

in this strange city our wipers failed
completely. Some drive that was!

My next car was more sensible- a Ford
100E Escort. That was a van with
windows and 4 seats. The 100E was a
side -valve 1000 cc, very basic engine but
solid and reliable. We soon upgraded to

the Anglia version.

We ran this car several years. It was not
fast or powerful but cheap to run and
simple to repair. The windscreen wipers
were vacuum operated. There was a large
tin bottle under the hood to equalize the

proactively.

Rough running: In the U.K., the

MG Car Club are doing some very
interesting work trying to slow the rate
of evaporation by adding heavier oil to
the gasoline, such as adding up to 10%
paraffin; this oil is known as Kerosene
in Canada. Results have shown an
improvement with the vehicles running
more smoothly. We will certainly be
monitoring their ongoing work with great
interest.

Testing of this sort, has to be done
carefully, so as to not to run afoul of the
various Ministries who collect the taxes
on gasoline.

In our case, this would be our Ministry
of Transport and / or Canada Revenue

July 2014

vacuum. It still happened that uphill the
wipers went slowly but raced downhill.
Open the throttle and your wipers slow
down. This was due to less manifold
vacuum. One old farmer told me he
liked it that there was no Lucas motor
to break down. These little Fords were

3 speed with Syncromesh on the upper
two gears.

One time Jean and I drove to London
overnight for a wedding with 3 kids
sleeping in the back. The seat was folded
and their feet were in the boot (trunk).
[t worked well enough.

Anyone who has worked on a side-valve
engine will know the cylinder head

is very simple to remove and replace,
however you have to do the valve
grinding in place. We sold this Anglia
when we came to Canada in 1968.

After living here we did own a Hillman
Super Minx and a Mark 2 Cortina. We
were without any British cars from about
1973 till our kids found the MGB in

1988. Tom Hodgson

continued from page 1

Agency. It seems that the MG Club were
able to get permission to carry out these
tests in the United Kingdom.

There are also a number of additives on
the market that are aimed at this problem.
If their literature is correct, they can solve
all our problems, including some we did
not know we had! The manufacturers of
these additives claim their products will
protect engines and provide better fuel
economy.

Since some of these additives are available
here in Ontario, perhaps we could do
some of our own evaluations. Some of
our members might consider it worth
the while to test these in their cars. Tom
still uses ethanol free gas in his MG, but
recently he picked up some additive to try
out in another car.

continued on page 4
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MG and Triumphs: Time Honoured Tradition of Friendly Rivalry &y Ed Taccone

Please forgive me if the following names
MG and Triumph don’t mean anything
to you. One is a pair of initials currently
being slapped on Chinese built Rover
sedans and the other is a word usually
used in reference to old, oil leaking
motorcycles.

Neither has appeared on a new car in this
country for years, but once both were
household names. Following World War
II MG and Triumph essentially created
the stateside market for the low cost,

high fun roadster.

By packaging pedestrian sedan
components into rakish, drop top bodies,
they introduced thousands of people to
the joys of cornering and all but invented
the wind in the hair grin.

And while the two companies battled
each other in grand style at places like
Le Mans and the Niirburgring, the real

contest took place in showrooms.

It came down to a difference in
personality. Triumphs were raucous,
snarly little things, all torque and
attitude, while MGs were refined, often
slower, but usually better built.

The dichotomy regularly carried over
into ownership. According to lore, MG
people wore string back driving gloves
and saw Triumph jocks as hairy eared

brutes. Triumph people ate raw meat and

thought driving gloves were for dandy
tops who drank light beer through a

straw.

Charmingly, each side was believed to

be secretly in love with each other. So
the bottom line for me is that they are
both wonderful cars that I dearly love.
But like my children, I love them each
for the different positive qualities and try
to work around their negative qualities. |
do sometimes find it amusing that some
are reluctant to even spell out the name
Triumph on the list.

As if they're afraid of being ostracized.
It’s like Chevy and Ford good old boy

rival.

Interestingly enough, I'm on both
mailing lists and I've not really noticed
as much reluctance to mention MG’s on
the Triumph list (some of the people on
the Triumph list also have MGs). Just an

observation.

No doubt, most of you have heard at
our meetings, the good natured kibitzing
against Triumphs, from our two
wonderful members, and MG owners
Tom (I mean Norm ) and Norm (I
mean Tom) I have no idea why I get
those two mixed up.

In any case, perhaps while the MG
and Triumph lovers are reading this,
maybe the Jag owners will get a reprieve.
[ suppose you are curious to know
what my take on Jags is. Well, I won’t
disappoint. I love them too!

Ed Taccone

Technical Comer: Ethanol In Gasoline - The Issues, And What Can We D0?... continued from page 3

Some places to find the additives are:

1. Shelbourne have Ethanol /Fuel
stabilizer. 10 oz. Treats 68 liters (15 galls.)
2. Day Distributors of Newmarket have
Pathfinder Lubricant.

3. VS D, sold by Moss, have three:

(a) VSP Lead Replacement and octane
improver

(b) VSPe, Ethanol Protecter but no
added octane mixture.

(c) EPS to protect against Ethanol only.
4. Arch Oil have AR6200, which is a fuel
emulsifier, also claiming to improve fuel
efficiency.

Effect on rubber parts: To take care of
the rubber deterioration problem we can
at least be sure we use suitable material
for the hoses, etc. The Viton/ Hypalon
from Burlen is probably the best, but
expensive. Goodyear’s Nitrile /Hypalon
is expected to be more reasonable and
available in North America.

Updated gaskets and new hose products
are available if replacements are needed.
Fortunately, serious fuel tank lining
problems have not been reported as of

yet.
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Phase Separation: The phase separation
problem is likely to happen only when

we start with high water levels in the
gasoline. Unfortunately, this is a difhicult
issue to recognize or control. For example,
should a gas station decide to make itself
some extra profit, it would be very simple
to add some extra water to the gas, since
10% ethanol will dissolve it easily up to
about 0.6%.

Long term storage is also a time when
extra water can be slowly absorbed into
the fuel. It is very beneficial to use a fuel
stabilizer additive in the fall, prior to
winter storage.

Corrosion of Metal Parts: At the
moment, the corrosion appears to be

a much longer term issue, at least we
hope so. When the Burlen company
was asked for their input, they stated,
“All our products today are suitable for
petrol containing ethanol.” In order to
accomplish this, they have modified
their products to contain less zinc. Some
agencies such as The Oil Companies
European Association now say that they
no longer recommend the use of Zinc,
Brass, Copper, Neoprene, Nylon 66 and

many other products. Since we have used

Brass and copper for plumbing for a very
long time, the corrosive effects must be
slow.

Fortunately, we are still able to find

gas stations in Canada that are still
selling fuels which are ethanol free. Ron
recommends that our best bet is to look
at the gas pump at the station. If there
is a sticker on it that says, “may contain
up to 10% ethanol,” stay away from it!
Most Petro-Canada stations in our area
are fine, except for stations that sell 94
octane since apparently they contain 10%
ethanol.

The sure safe fuel to use is Shell V-Power.
Shell’s web site states that all V-Power
fuels in Canada are ethanol free.

So as long as we can purchase ethanol free
fuel there is no need for an additive, but
it is wise to have some with you when

travelling, especially in the U.S.

Hopefully the issues we have addressed
will help keep our Little British Cars
motoring for many years to come,
when ethanol free gases are no longer
available, and we do have to turn to
additives.

Source: Tom Hodgson and Ron Pincoe

visit our website at www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org
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Outstanding Tour to Castle Kilbride, Baden, ON ...cons friom page 2

examples of the Trompe l'ocil technique, At that point, some of us, called it a

Thinki anizing a £?
which means “fools the eye.” The murals day and headed back home, whereas inking of organizing an even

Contact Jane Tully,

on the wall and ceilings just jump at others, continued on to Jerry and Sharon our Events Coordinator
out at you, as if in three dimensions, Hergott’s place for a BBQ. We left in
which is why they are considered to be  three groups, the first group headed UPCOMING EVENTS
a national treasure of artistic, historical ~ out first, and included the Tesla, since (for fiull list visit our website)
and architectural significance. Britney felt it was ready for recharging
at Jerry and Sharon’s. The second Special BBQ Meeting
This imposing structure dominates the  group arrived just fine, however, the Wednesday July 2nd, 2014
landscape with its clean Italianate design, third group was a little delayed when “THE PANCAKE RUN” at Residence of
towering Belvedere and extravagant an unexpected detour, resulted in S. & E. Taccone. BBQ and pancakes with
furnishings, many of which are either them heading toward Stratford. Finally  she faumous “Taccone Maple Syrup”
original to the home, or have been they were pointed around in the right Meet at theTaccones 2:30 pm. leave at 3:00
acquired for the hisorical site in keeping  direction, and headed to the BBQ. pm. for short run to pick up strawberries
with the era. Games and prizes before dinner, General
Meeting at 7:30 pm.
3rd Annual Hockley Hill Climb
Thursday July 3rd, 2014
Meet @ Hockley Valley General Store 10:00
am.

Hill climb at 11:00 am.
12:00 noon possible lunch outing following
the climb TBA

ENGLISH SUMMER TEA,

Saturday, July 26th, 2014

Convoy to depart from Blightys (behind
Tim’s on First Street) at 1:00 p.m. sharp.
Cost: $8.00 per person

James Livingstone and his brother, John
emigrated from Scottland, to North
America penniless, just two years before
the end of the potato famine. He and

his brother worked on a flax farm, and Dress: Garden Party

eventually saved up enough money Event runs rain or shine (venue is under

to start their own farm. By 1874 the canvas)

brothers were manufacturing linseed oil, Hosts: Ralph & Kimberly Evans

a main ingredient in oil paint, and had

formed their company, J&] Livingston GENERAL MEETING:

Dominion Linseed Oil. Wednesday, Aug. 6th 2014 - BBQ
Many thanks to Tom and Jean Hodgson Meeting at Residence M & W Mason

As is the case with many museum and ~ for organizing such an amazing tour, to

historical sites, photographs were not Jerry and Sharon Hergott for providing  Saturday Aug. 9th, 2014 - 6th ANNUAL
allowed inside, however, we were free to  a wonderful BBQ), afterward and to pho- RALLY, Hosts Leah and Mark Hill
take photographs of the exterior of this  tographers Mary Valade and Leah Hill,  more info to follow
lavish Victorian home. with special mention to Leah for creating
the amazing graphics of the Tesla. GENERAL MEETING:
For those that would like to refresh their ‘Vedf'es‘l”y S?Pt- 3rd, 2014 - BBQ
memory of their tour of Kilbride Castle, Meeting at residence of M. Young
or for those that could not make it that
day, please visit the official website for
Castlfc): Kilbride and click on their photo Sunday Sept 7, 2014
more info to _follow

%}aﬁftry'a_piﬁ; :/Silvrrvlslrfv.castlekﬂbride.ca/ Hosts: Don & Gayle Fysh Sealed
—g & .

FYSH “ FUNKHANA”

Sunday Sept. 14th, 2014 - Shelburne Fall

After the tour, we milled about the Fair Antique & Classic Car Show

castle, enjoying the spectacular grounds, B —
with many O_f us alslo admiring each Sunday Sept 21st, 2014 - 31st British
others’ cars, including the Tesla. Car Day Bronte Park, - $20.00 at gate,

A. van Breemen $315.00 “Fast lane” early registration
Page 5 HBCC Newsletter July 2014 visit our website at www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org
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The Sponsors’ Corney

Come Discover
The Past Glories Of Toad Hollow*

»  Vintage Toys, Games & Collectibles.

*  Antique Furniture.
e Victorian Architectural Pieces

PERPETUAL GARAGE SALE!

By Chance or Appointment Only,
Call David Maguire at 519-216-0138

* located at the rear of
55 Townline, Orangeville

David Maguire, Sales Representative
Serving Your Real Estate Needs in
Dufferin County Since 1984

Business: 519.941.5151 or 905.450.3355
E-mail: dmaguire@royallepage.ca

visit me at www.dmaguire.ca
Toll Free: 1.800.268.2455 * Cell: 519.216.0138

RCR Realty, Brokerage

Indepedendently Owned & Operated

MOTORWORKS

Ken Stahl

MG JAGUAR TRIUMPH AUSTIN HEALEY ROVER

$100.00 per annum
for 1/4 page ad
specs required are 4.0” x 4.5”

Work bhand - Fave Fan - Matke Money - Felp People

(519) 217-3791 Z/[504.504..2L92\7\]/3 5L>]<h:E =rs $5000 HE annun:l
| for business card size
kennerell@gmail.com specs required are 3.555 X 2!5

Sponsor to provide high resolution
artwork in jpg, tiff, indd or pdf format.

Your Ad Here * a minimum of 10 isues per year will
be published.

To arrange to have your advertisement
placed here, please contact

Jean-Louis Valade

If you are interested in advertising your business or services in
British Driven, business card sized ads and quarter page ads www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org
are now available.
For further details, contact Jean-Louis Valade through our
website www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org

visit our website at www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org
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