
Technical Corner:
Balancing Wire Wheels

by Alan Sands
I have always had problems with the 
wheel balance on my Allard. Wire 
wheels, at the best of times, are not 
easy to balance with the modern day 
balancers.
Last year I fitted a new set of 600-
16 radial tires, purchased, mounted 
and balanced at Queensway Tire 
Services in Simcoe, ON. These 
people cater to the antique and 
classic car trade but do not have 
suitable balancers for my 600-16 
triple laced wire wheels. It was     
continued on page 2   

Ask Ed!  by Ed Taccone
Welcome to all my British car Club 
friends, to the very first issue of “ASK 
ED” to be published monthly in our very 
successful HBCC 
Newsletter. 

The answers to your 
questions will be 
answered to the best 
of my knowledge 
and other sources of 
information made 
available to me by 
professionals in the 
know. 

I also invite our Members to respond 
to questions asked by person or persons 
looking for the best information possible. 
So without further ado, the questions.
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Editor, British Driven: Angela van Breemen

The New Year ahead, like most years, 
will likely impact us all, with global 
economics, new technologies, our 
upcoming Canadian Federal election, oil 
pricing and inflation 
as issues to consider. 
But, really these are 
factors that are part of 
life, and we see these 
sorts of impacts every 
year. 
In spite of all this, 
we are blessed, with 
the country in which 
we live, and with the 
family and friends 
that surround us, 
and when you are 
with HBCC Club 
members, you are 
indeed amongst friends.
I am always impressed with the generosity 
our members display for our Charity and 
I am pleased to report, that on December 
8th, 2014, the Headwaters British Car 
Club donated $1,246.55 to Hospice 
Dufferin. A cheque was presented to 
Maureen Reidler, Hospice Dufferin 
Administrator and Ron Pincoe, by myself, 
Ed Taccone and Angela van Breemen.

Your Executive has selected Choices 
Youth Shelter as this year’s Charity. 
To learn more, visit http://www.
choicesyouthshelter.com

On a positive note, some 
of our members have 
graciously stepped forward 
and we will have hosts for 
all of our summer BBQ 
meetings.
Our Vice-President, Ed 
Taccone, has also lined up 
various speakers to keep 
us entertained during the 
winter months, as we count 
the days down to our first 
driving day of the spring!
So all that remains at this 
stage, is for volunteers 

to sponsor driving events for the 2015 
season! If you would like to organize a 
drive or event, please contact Jane Tully. 
If you haven’t hosted an event before, you 
will find that your Executive will be very 
happy to assist you with anything you 
might need to make your event a great 
success.
In closing, I would like to wish you a very 
Happy New Year, and I look forward to 
seeing you soon.				  
			   Peter Pontsa	                           

Q1: Peter Simpson e-mailed and said he 
is starting to plan a new shop to build 
and would like our members who have 

a shop or who don’t but are 
in the know, to share their 
different ideas. Such as to 
get floor heating or forced 
air, vehicle lift and height 
of building?  I am sure there 
are many questions Peter 
will have when he begins his 
Project and hopefully all the 
information made available to 
him will prove beneficial.

ASK ED Replies:   Re shop heating.
Oh!! If only I had done that when I built 
my shop; I don’t know how many times I 
asked myself that question!             		
	                   continued on page 2 
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Pontsa, and Angela van Breemen.	
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Ask Ed  by Ed Taccone

in use around the world, including all 
GO Buses and all Purolator vehicles.
When I wanted some clarification 
as to what they considered a “hard 
suspension”, a comparison was made 
between a Ford 150 truck and a Ford 
250 truck. The former has a softer 
“cushier” ride whereas the heavier sprung 
250 was a successful candidate, the 150 
was not. In other words -  modern sedans 
no.
For those of us car nuts that have a 
balancing issue, especially wire wheels, or 
you want to eliminate the lead weights 
for cosmetic reason, this could be your 
answer. It certainly was mine. Cost wise 
it is comparable to a wheel balance but 
this you can do yourself at home.
It comes in a kit form.
For more information, contact Danny 
McLellan at 1-800-572-8952, his cell at 
416-684-4751 or email him at danny@
counteractbalancing.com

		        	 Alan Sands                     

necessary to assemble so many adaptors 
on their machine that the wheel was 
extended part way beyond the shield. 
The wheels were still out of balance and 
I was about to put it down to “the nature 
of the beast”, i.e. the Allard. I’ve lived 
with this for over 50 years.
By chance I came across an advertisement 
for Counteract, wheel balancing.
I made contact with their man, Dan 
McLellan, who assured me their product 
is not only suitable for motorcycle and 
truck tires but also for automotive tires 
with some caveats.  I’ll explain later.
Dan came over to my farm and did the 
job on site for me. Basically you remove 
all existing balancing weights, deflate the 
tire and remove the core. Through the 
valve stem you insert small beads (in my 
case 4 oz.), replace with new valve core 
and inflate the tire. They say it is done in 
10 minutes each but 20 is more the case.
It has transformed the car. The steering 
is smooth for the first time ever and 
the extra power is quite noticeable. The 

wheels are going where they should be 
going, straight forward and not fighting 
imbalance. Now is this because all the 
weights were removed from  poorly 
balanced wheels or is it because the beads 
are doing what they are supposed to do? 
I think the latter. The beads migrate 
within the tire and are kept in the 
appropriate location by static electricity 
generated between the glass beads and the 
rubber tire.
Now for the caveats: the beads must have 
a smooth surface on which to move. 
Many modern day radials have cross 
ribbing, thus preventing bead movement. 
This of course could be overcome with 
the fitting of tubes. Not an entirely 
practical solution. The car must have 
what they refer to as a “hard” suspension, 
as most cars (that we associate with) had 
in the 50’s through the late 60’s. Even 
XK E’s are candidates and most certainly 
Morgan’s.
Counteract is a Canadian invention that 
has been in use for the past 17 years. It 
was initially introduced in the North 
American trucking industry and is now 

Also if any members have any further 
input to add, please let me know and I 
will forward it on to Peter Simpson.
Q2: Everywhere else in the world they 
call it football! As a child growing up in 
a Dutch household, our family called it 
football too. Yet in North America it’s 
called soccer. Why is that? Angela 

A:    The word Soccer actually comes from 
England, where the modern version of the 
game originated. In England, there were 
two types of football. 
The slang term for rugby football was 
“rugger,” and the slang for association 
football was “assoc.” the word “assoc” 
gradually evolved into “soccer,” which was 
easier to say. When association football 
was introduced to North America, 
Football (the type played in the NFL) was 
already established. 
To avoid confusion, Americans adopted 
the English nickname “soccer” for the new 
sport. 
Sorry, time to sign off now, as I am being 
paged!!  

				    Ed 

Peter, I will say this, the ideal heating 
curve reflects the temperatures needed for 
optimum comfort and performance of the 
human body and of course our treasured 
classics.
RADIANT FLOOR HEATING:  
Radiant floor heating systems create a 
comfortable living/working environment 
that directly addresses the heat loss and 
personal comfort of the people in the 
living/heated area. 
RADIANT CEILING HEATING: 
Radiant ceiling heating systems also create 
a warm comfortable area that directly 
addresses the heat loss and personal 
comfort of the people working area. This 
is the system I decided on since I had 
enough height in the shop so it would not 
interfere with the overhead door and lift. 
Also the cost was considerably less.
FORCED AIR HEATING: Forced air 
heating systems have the greatest amount 
of wasted energy, with the heat collecting 
in the ceiling. Temperatures at the floor 
are considerably lower than required for 
personal comfort. Therefore, the urge to 
set the thermostat to a higher temperature 
is a most probable invitation resulting in 

higher energy costs.
BUILDING HEIGHT: Peter, do yourself 
a favour go HIGH. I’m not saying 
nose bleed height but high enough to 
accommodate a car lift that will go high 
enough to walk under a vehicle with ease 
without bruising your noggin. I found 16 
ft. worked for me and you never know 
when you need more storage space some 
day and a mezzanine is in order.
VEHICLE LIFT: Very good question. You 
can’t have enough lifts but unless you are 
planning on a very large building and your 
name is Howard Hughes you may have to 
opt for either a two post or four post lift. 
A two post lift worked for me, with the 
lift at its extreme height and safety locks 
on you can still park a car under it. 
When working on a vehicle on a two post 
vehicle you have the freedom to the whole 
bottom of vehicle. A four post lift will take 
up a fair bit more real estate and the cost 
will be somewhat higher. If it helps have a 
look at www.directlift.ca website and have 
a look at the different lifts and their specs. 
I hope this helps, Peter, and if you have 
any further questions e-mail me.

Technical Corner: Balancing Wire Wheels  ... continued from page 1 



am not alone. 

The other evening we were at Bill and 
Marion’s and as the evening wore on, 
conversation lead to Bill’s leather jacket 
and how he had cleaned and applied 
the special stuff from England that was 
introduced to us at one of our meetings. 
I believe it was autoglym. Get this, 
Marion told him to use a terry cloth. 

Well, I don’t feel so bad now when I 
tell you that instead of a terry cloth he 
used one of Marion’s good dish towels. 
So, after she sympathetically scolded 
him and reminded him, that she clearly 
had said terry cloth, Bill answered (bless 
him), “What’s a terry cloth?” 

There you have it, and do you suppose 
I have a following? Would I be right 
in saying, behind every man there is a 
patient woman?

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL, AND 
TO ALL, HAPPY CRUISING.          		
		           Ed Taccone 
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Is It Just Me?.by Ed Taccone
After forty four years of marriage I have 
finally arrived to a definitive conclusion. 
It is clearly evident that the confines 
of our home would be considered her 
“nest,” and sticking to my matrimonial 
vows I’ve come to accept the eleventh 
Commandment, Thou shalt tread lightly 
in Eve’s domain. 

But for reasons beyond my control there 
are times when I stray off the beaten 
path. Let me enlighten the reading 
populace. This fine morning as she 
prepares breakfast and as I sip on a cup 
of java, from the coffee pot, the one 
which I was directed to use.  (We have 
collected a few corning ware coffee pots 
over the years.)  

As I watch her perform her culinary 
skills this fine morning, foot in mouth 
took over my still waking brain. I 
suggest re-arranging toaster from 
where it rests to the opposite counter. 
Evidently the suggestion was not 
accepted with open arms as she turned 
to face me, if you can imagine her 
turning very slowly glaring, waving a 
square long handle instrument. “GET 
OUT OF MY KITCHEN!!!”  No doubt 
the order of the day. Honest, I was not 
trying to get out of toasting the English 
muffins. 

I immediately went to my safe chill 
out corner to watch the sports centre 
channel in order to catch up with the 
previous evening’s hockey scores. 

I must admit after all these years, I have 
to acknowledge at times how difficult we 
men are on our spouses. I mean really, it 
cannot be easy on our significant other 
to continually tell us,  “No you can’t do 
that; Yes, you can make me a cup of tea; 
Stop and ask directions; No, you can’t 
wear those socks, they don’t match what 
you’re wearing,” even though I will be 
wearing boots to go outside! 

For instance over the years after a 
fulfilling evening working on my 
classics, I would step inside her domain 
and faster than a twin turbo Mini I 
would hear “You smell like gas.”

“OK,” I say. “I will take a shower.” And 
she says, “not in my shower you’re not.” 

So now I’m stuck half way in and half 
way out the doorway. 

Alleviating any further repercussion, 
I thought, POWER WASHER. What? 
You readers seem so shocked. Don’t be; 
I made a retreat to the confines of my 
man cave. And besides, the garments 
really were what I had spilled gas on. 
Look when she’s right, she’s right. 

Like the time when I spray painted the 
Hillman, I used to have. After I put 
the last coat of paint on, and proudly 
walked towards the house, I could 
hardly see. I realized my glasses were 
caked with many coats of lacquer paint. 
So, back to the shop I go and grabbed a 
rag and a can of thinners. Nope, didn’t 
work. I even tried quick start. This is 
now looking worrisome, meaning not 
successful. 

Now a little concerned I headed back 
to the house. Once inside I asked my 
darling, “Have you any steel wool?”

“Why?” she says. 

“I need to clean my glasses,” I say. 

“I wouldn’t do that,” she says. 

Ignoring her warning I grabbed the 
steel wool she hesitantly pointed me 
to and began scrubbing the lenses and 
surprisingly enough the paint started to 
come off. Smiling, I rinsed my glasses 
while my lady stood there watching. I 
dried my glasses and put them on. A 
form of shock came over me when I 
realized I could not see out of them. The 
plastic lenses had scratches deeper than 
the Grand Canyon. 

Once again I heard that low keyed 
gentle voice. I told you so. It doesn’t 
end there, the very latest, I’m at the 
sink washing my dirty but happy hands, 
scrubbing intently. Out of nowhere I 
hear, “Why are you using my mushroom 
brush?” Now I openly admit I have very 
little kitchen savoir-faire, but what the 
heck is a mushroom brush, I ask. And 
then a twenty minute lesson ensued. 

It is tough being a guy, I thought to 
myself, Is it just me or is this common 
with guys? Why are we so hard on 
ourselves? Then I remembered, Nope, I 

If  you are thinking of organizing an 
event for our 2015 Driving Season, please 

contact Jane Tully, 
our Events Coordinator.

GENERAL MEETING
Wed. Jan. 7th, 2015, 7:30 p.m.
The Royal Canadian Legion
Guest Speaker: Danny McLellan from 
Counteract to talk about wheel balancing

GENERAL MEETING 
Wed. Feb. 4, 2015, 7:30 p.m.       
The Royal Canadian Legion
Speaker: Tom Hodgson to talk about king 
pin upgrade bearing kit vs. brass bushing.
                              
GENERAL MEETING 
Wed. Mar. 4, 2015, 7:30 p.m.        
The Royal Canadian Legion
Guest Speaker: Doug Adams to do 
seminar on Antique and Classic car 
appraisals.

GENERAL MEETING 
Wed. Apr. 1, 2015, 7:30 p.m.        
The Royal Canadian Legion
Speaker: TBA

GENERAL MEETING 
Wed. May 6, 2015 @The Legion     
Mystery speaker
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Mystery British Car Quiz - The President’s Challenge
Many thanks to those that participated in our Mystery 
British Car Quiz this past year. In the November / 
December issue, Dorien and Anne Berteletti submitted a 
photo of their latest car acquistion for us to identify.

 
So the answer... The clues were all there, but you needed to 
put your detective cap on. Dorien tends to own very rare 
cars so what could it be? Looks to be a fairly large car...the 
side and stainless trim show it not to be an Alvis, Aston or 
Jaguar. The slotted rims should narrow it down a bit in the 

“rare” area....
It’s another Bristol this time - a 409!! Powered by a Poly 
318 V8  and one of the unusual features are the lifting 

fenders...left side is the spare 
and the right side for the 
battery....all aluminum body. 

Dorien was sent a brochure 
of a 409 by the Sales 
manager Mr. Selby in 1966...
took him a while to get 
around to doing something 
about it!

Dorien and Anne plan to restore it and probably do some 
racing...in its day it was the fastest 4 seater in the world, 
at 135 mph. “Nicely understated, never overrated” was the 
Bristol selling slogan.

Our congratulations go out to Ron Pincoe and Ed Taccone 
who were the first two members to correctly identify the 
car as a Bristol.

We certainly look forward with anticipation to seeing the 
completed restoration that Dorien and Anne will make on 
the Bristol.
                     				    Peter Pontsa 

road and across ‘stone bridge’ from 
where you climbed up the height of 
land overlooking Seneca Lake and 
then a long steep brake fading hill, the 
bottom of which was a hard left and 
then right on to main street again.  The 
last two corners had lots of straw bales 
spewed about!
The Stone bridge was a major spectator 
area and it was going into this bridge 
that took me back 50 years. It was to 
me (and my passenger) the greatest 
motoring moment I have ever had. 
Never in my wildest dreams in the early 
50’s could I imagine myself driving a 
J2X Allard over that bridge at full tilt 
(well almost), with the hundreds of 
cheering spectators who must also be 
moved to see these cars once again in 
action. Back then I was in my late teens 
and at that very impressionable age, but 
the thrill of that day will always remain 
in my memory. 

		        Alan Sands         

My biggest motoring thrill was in 1998, 
when Marlies and I drove the Allard 
down to Watkins Glen in the Finger 
Lakes District of New York. 
It was to celebrate the 50th anniversary 
of the Glen where they set up the race 
course as it was back then. The course 
ran through the main street of the town 
and then into the rural country side and 
back through town. 
In the early 50’s “the Glen” was the 
Mecca for sports cars, where you would 
see cars that you only saw in the pages 
of Road & Track. Even in the parking 
lots! 
For the anniversary they would only 
accept cars of the era to “be led” around 
the course “led – ha !” The Allards of 
course, then dominated the American 
race circuits in the early 50’s and was a 
welcome entrant. 
At the time there was an Allard Owners 
reunion and about 15 Allards of all 

models showed up, but very few J2X’s. 
As it was not a full speed event (ha – 
again) the normal safety regulations 
were overlooked. No roll bars, crash 
helmets etc. and much to Marlies’ 
delight you could carry a passenger.
The cars left the start/finish line in 
squirts of 5 – 6 vehicles, each group 
preceded by a pace car, the purpose 
of which was to hold reins on the 
followers. Ha again! Naturally this did 
not work. 
The ‘modus operandi’ was to hold back 
on the straights and let our leading 
pace car get well ahead which allowed 
us to put the boot to it on the bends 
and corners, much to the delight of the 
spectators and drivers. I think our pace 
car was aware of this and in the spirit 
of driving, joined in the fun. The race 
officials even waved us on, for a second 
lap when we came down main street.
But to come down off the back straight, 
on a right hander, down the narrow 

Reflections  by Alan Sands

November / December  Mystery British Car: 409 1967 Bristol, 
powered bt a Poly 318 V8.



This past December 4th, the HBCC 
enjoyed a wonderful Christmas party, 
held at the Mill Creek Pub.
Thank you Bill and Jane Tully 
for once more organizing such an 
amazing event. It takes great time and 
dedication to put on an event like 
this, and there was much laughter and 
warmth exhibited by those that were 
able to attend the party.
While mingling with each other, prior 
to dinner, attendees were pleasantly 
surprised and delighted by the wine 
tasting event. The service given to 
us by the Mill Creek Pub’s staff 
was second to none and very much 
appreciated by those attending.
Just as dessert was eagerly being 
awaited, by the sweet tooths amongst 
us, Norm Redpath surprised us with a

wonderful Christmas Carol Quiz. 
Don Bauman, one of our HBCC 
photographers, took many candid 
shots of our members studiously 
puzzling through the challenging clues 
to identify the Carols correctly.

At the end of our delightful dinner, 
the 50/50 Draw was held and we were 

thrilled to learn that we had exceeded 
our goal of $1,000.00 to contribute 
to the Charity, which was Hospice 
Dufferin. 
A second Draw was held for a beautiful 
poster of our 2014 HBCC cars which 
was donated by the Evans. Kimberly 
Evans designed the poster and Ralph 
Evans printed it.
What happened next was even more 
delightful, when we learned that Ralph 
had printed two additional posters that 
were to be auctioned off. 
Ralph as The Auctioneer, and David 
Maguire as The Hustler, raised another 
$190.00 for our Charity! Another 
$10.00 was donated as well, which 
made our grand total to donate to 
Hospice Dufferin, $1,246.55!
Following the 50/50, the winners of 
the 2013/2014 Awards were presented 
with their trophies.
The President’s Award was given 
to Ralph and Kimberly Evans for 
their hard work and significant 
contributions to the HBCC. 

Malcolm Stanton presented the Jenny 
Stanton Award to Jane and Bill Tully

in recognition of the work that both 
have done for the Club since its 
inception in 2008. 
This Award is of special significance to 
the HBCC, since it is in memory of 
Malcolm’s wife, Jenny, who was very 
active in our Club.
Finally, newly elected Vice-President 
Ed Taccone, presented the Best 
Restoration Award to Tom Clare for 

his Sunbeam 
Tiger.
I would like to extend my 
congratulations to all the recipients of 
the 2013/2014 Awards. Their stellar 
efforts, have made the HBCC what 
it is today; a strong and vibrant Club 
that enjoys beautiful British Cars, 
but has a big heart when it comes to 
helping charities in our community.
In closing, on behalf of the HBCC 
Executive, I would like to wish all our 
friends at the HBCC the very best that 
2015 has to offer! 

		  Peter T. Pontsa,	

		  HBCC President 

P.S. Perhaps, our driving season will 
start early, and we will be going on our  
first run, as we did a number of years 
ago, on Saint Patrick’s Day! PTP

To see more of Don Bauman’s 
delightful photos of our Christmas 

Party, please visit the Gallery Section 
of our website!   

          

Christmas Party and Awards Night, December 4th, 2014!  by Peter Pontsa
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The Sponsors’ Corner

If you are interested in advertising your business or services in 
British Driven, business card sized ads and quarter page ads 

are now available.
 For further details, contact Jean-Louis Valade through our 

website www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org 

STAHLHAMMER MOTORWORKS

Ken Stahl
MG JAGUAR TRIUMPH AUSTIN HEALEY ROVER

Work hard - Have Fun - Make Money - Help People

			         754542 2nd Line EHS,
(519) 217-3791		       Mono, L9W 5X1

			         kennerell@gmail.com

RCR Realty, Brokerage 
Indepedendently Owned & Operated

David Maguire, Sales Representative
Serving Your Real Estate Needs in 

Dufferin County Since 1984

Business: 519.941.5151 or 905.450.3355
E-mail: dmaguire@royallepage.ca
visit me at www.dmaguire.ca
Toll Free: 1.800.268.2455   * Cell: 519.216.0138

Vehicle Storage at Toad Hollow from 
November 1st, 2014 to May 1st, 2015

Call 519-216-0138 for details.

Store your Automotive Treasures at 
The Past Glories Of Toad Hollow*

under the watchful eye of 

THE TOAD
Call David Maguire at 519-216-0138

* at the rear of  55 Townline, Orangeville
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$100.00 per annum for 1/4 page ad
specs required are 4.0” x 4.5”

$50.00 per annum for business card size
specs required are 3.5” x 2”

Sponsor to provide high resolution artwork in jpg, tiff, indd 
or pdf format.

* a minimum of 10 isues per year will be published.
To arrange to have your advertisement placed here, please 

contact Jean-Louis Valade at 
www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org

Making Life Less Taxing

Neil Mathieson, CPA, FICB

168 Broadway, Orangeville, 
Ontario L9W 1K3 

519-942-2880

3045 Southcreek Road, #27 
Mississauga, ON L4X 2X6 

905-206-0004

Neil Mathieson, Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA) 
Fellow of the Institute of Canadian Bankers (FICB)


