
Technical Corner
SO WHAT IS MY “LBC” WORTH 
by Ron Pincoe

Looking at auction results for classic 
and collector cars can sometimes give 
a wrong impression of the value of our 
own car. We compare our own lovely 
Little British Car, the car that we had 
put so much love and work, and yes, 
money into and think that it must be 
worth at least as much as the one that 
brought such a huge price at auction.

What we may have missed in the small 
print in the auction results was the note 
saying, “a condition 1, or condition 2 
example.” So what does that mean?

According to the Condition Rating 
Guide published by Automotive

	    	     continued on page 4
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Are Our Drivers’ Licenses At Risk? 
How The Simard Test May Affect Drivers Aged 65 And Older.	

To understand this dilemma further, I 
decided to research some of his concerns. 
British Columbia and Alberta already 
are screening for Cognitive Impairment 
(C.I.). The test used is called SIMARD 
MD, Medical at Risk Drivers; A 
Modification of the DEM test. 
This test was developed at the University 
of Alberta by Dr. Bonnie Dobbs and Dr. 
Schoflocher. Current MDs use it as part 
of a drivers medical exam to help identify 
cognitively impaired drivers, particularly 
when a senior presents with one or more 
chronic conditions. The University has 
developed a protocol that MDs use to 
screen seniors who drive.
 Of course, there are costs for the tests, 
such as the SIMARD MD which is a time 
sensitive memory test and Drive Able, a 
computer simulator test. In Alberta, a 		
        		           continued on page 3

by Peter Pontsa 

Around mid-December, I received a 
disturbing email from Tom Hodgson, 
which had been forwarded to him by 
Malcolm Stanton. The article had been 
written by Ed Rockburn, a retired RCMP 
officer. In his commentary, he described 
that the Ministry of Transportation 
of Ontario will be introducing 
discriminatory restrictions and special 
testing for older drivers.  
He went on to mention that he has 
researched statistics from Canada and 
Australia which revealed that older drivers 
have fewer accidents. He approached the 
Human Rights Tribunal with a complaint 
which was dismissed because the M.T.O 
was exempt from the Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms and other Acts. This is a 
major concern not only for our car club 
but also every senior in Ontario.  
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Upon our return from our holiday in Costa 
Rica, this past December 20th, we came 
home to one of the worst ice snow storms 
that Southern Ontario has ever experienced. 
It was certainly a nasty surprise after having 
enjoyed our morning walks on the beach!

Prior to leaving on 
our holiday, we had 
made arrangements 
to meet with 
the Pastor Kerry 
Duffield on Monday 
December 23rd, to 
present the proceeds 
from this past year’s 
50/50 winnings to 
the Lighthouse. 

Like so many of our 
fellow HBCC friends 
and members, we were also without power 
over that last weekend prior to Christmas. 
Thank goodness for our fireplace! When 
Monday morning came around, we were still 
iced in and could not get out of our driveway 
to meet the Pastor.

HBCC Donates $1,082.00 To The Lighthouse
By Tuesday morning, weather conditions had 
improved, and so this past December 24th, 
Angela and I presented the Lighthouse with 
the cheque for $1,082.00.

We were absolutely thrilled to learn from 
Pastor Duffield that 
the Scotiabank will be 
doubling all donations 
collected by the 
Lighthouse, so our 
HBCC donation dollars 
will also be doubled. 

I would like to 
congratulate our fellow 
members for their 
generosity; this is what 
makes our group so 
special!

Happy New Year to you all,

Peter T. Pontsa

HBCC Board of Directors

President: 		 Peter Pontsa
Vice President: 	 Ralph Evans
Secretary: 		 Tom Hodgson
Treasurer: 		 Angela van Breemen
Membership Chair:  Mary Valade
Event Co-ordinator: Jane Tully 
Directors at Large : 	
Don Fysh and Jean-Louis Valade
Web Co-ordinator: 	 Bill Tully

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Page 1	 Are Our Drivers’ Licenses 	
	 at Risk?	
	 Peter Pontsa
Page 1 	 HBCC Donates $1,082.00
	 To The Lighthouse.
Page 1	 Technical Corner, 
	 Ron Pincoe
Page 2 	 Down Memory Lane, 		
	 Marion Mason
Page 2 	 Sharing Our Adventures,
	 Ed Taccone
Page 5 	 Christmas Party, Awards

Editor, British Driven: Angela van Breemen



Page 2 HBCC Newsletter    January / February 2014 	 visit our website at www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org

January / February 2014HBCC Newsletter

Sharing Our Adventures: A Boyhood Dream Revisited by Ed Taconne

On a snowy, early December morning, 
I was sitting in seat 20A on an Air 
Canada 320 aircraft, feeling a little 
nervous about flying, especially since it 
was Friday the 13th. 

Soon after, the pilot came over the 
P.A. System and announced that a 
fifteen minute delay was required to 
de-ice the aircraft prior to take off. 
This added to my already nervous 
state and I decided to take a nap in 
order to restore some bravery, not 
willing to admit to my fear of flying. 

Had my “better half ” been with 
me, she would have simply said to 
“suck it up and show some intestinal 
fortitude,” all the while, holding my 
hand. I liked it a lot better in the days 
of yester year when they used to offer 
free drinks as a fear and stress reliever. 

Soon, I drifted of into a slumber. A 
vivid recollection ensued, which took 
me back to 1955, with my father 
showing me a picture of a very striking 
automobile. I stared at it in awe and 
thought about what it would be like to 
be behind the wheel of such a majestic 
automobile. 

Being eight years old it really did not 
matter whether I knew the year, make 
or model of that car in the picture. On 
many occasions, I would visit my mom 
and dad’s picture drawer to have another 

look at that awesome auto. I could not 
get it out of my mind, wondering what 
it would be like to drive that beast. 

Then, one sunny Saturday morning as I 
stepped out the door there it was! “THE 
MIRACLE ON WHEELS” sat in the 
middle of the driveway. I walked around 
it several times, admiring the beautiful 
dream car. 

With great anticipation I reached for 
the door handle and opened the door 

very carefully and settled in the seat. 
Immediately my nostrils filled with the 
aroma of the leather that surrounded 
me. I fell into a hypnotic state as I 
stared at the dash cluster and shiny 
wood trim. 

Now it was time. I reached over and 
pushed the start button. Suddenly, 
the engine came to life as it played the 
music I had so long awaited. 

I slipped into first gear, let up on the 
clutch and the car moved forward. 
I felt unimaginable excitement as I 
drove out the driveway and turned 
onto the open road. 

As I accelerated, the engine pitch 
changed into a scream, telling me to 
change into second gear. As I did so, 
the engine relaxed and I felt a vibration 
through me as the exhaust rumbled, 
urging me to take it to the next level. 
Shifting into third gear  and feeling 
now as if I were in a race car, I could 
feel the road beneath me and a glimpse 
of the trees and hydro poles were just 
a blur. 

continued on page 3

Down Memory Lane: A Classy Little Lassie by Marion Mason	
It was shiny and black and cost 
$700; a used car in 1963 and already 
10 years old. It was our dream car, 
and somehow with the new baby, a 
mortgage and other household bills, we 
managed to buy it; our1953 MG TD  
small two-seater convertible. 
It was a most impractical family car, no 
room for the baby or luggage, but as 
seatbelts where unheard of, we found 
room behind the two seats for both.
On cold winter days, we put the top 
up, scraped the inside and the outside 
of the windshield, put on our parkas 
and took off. The gas gauge was a stick 
to put down into the tank; there was 
no heater, no radio, no rollup windows 
and no clock.
On spring and summer days, while 

driving north up the gravel Gore Road, 
to teach in a one room schoolhouse 
in Caledon, I would pick up 
schoolchildren on the runningboards. 
One morning, a herd of cattle were 
loose on the Gore and as I slowed 
down, they nosed their big heads into 
the top down little car scaring the 
daylights out of me.
We bought our first TV at Harvey’s 
Electronics where they gave away a 
three foot tall stuffed pink rabbit with 
every purchase. Home we drove, top 
down, with the huge rabbit and a two-
year-old behind the seats, and a TV on 
my lap.
The kids at the country school knew I 
loved peas and brought me a bushel of 
them one day in June. I placed them on 
the passenger seat for the drive home. 

There was no power steering in this 
car and as I crossed Highway Seven, I 
turned too sharply and ran up and over 
a ditch, and ended up on someone’s 
front lawn with peas all over the place. 
I put the car in reverse and swung over 
to the driveway, backed down it and 
returned to the road home, wondering 
what the homeowners would make of 
the tracks of peas on their front lawn!
Whenever Bill worked on the MG, 
he would tie a rope around the waist 
of our young son Chris, and take him 
under the car as well. It became a family 
project to keep this car on the road.

This marvelous little roadster took off 
all over Canada and the eastern United

continued on page 4
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While I sped along, the engine crescendo 
hummed different tones as I geared down 
for curves and up for the straight. I thought 
this day would never end, as I drove along 
feeling the wind ruffling my hair. Yes, I had 
hair then. 

Suddenly, a horrible sound interrupted 
my reverie, and I awoke with a startle. 
“SIR!! SIR!! Would you like a drink?” As I 
gathered my wits about me, only then did I 
realize I was on a plane. Still a little drowsy, 
I answered, “No thank you. I really don’t 
need a drink. I just had my fill of octane.” 
My response brought a puzzled look to the 
Flight Attendant’s face.

That boyhood dream of so many years ago 
brought a smile to my face, as I thought 
back to that day on my tricycle, pretending 
I was driving the car in the picture my 
father showed me. 

Many years later, after my father had 
passed away, the subject of that gorgeous 
automobile in the picture came up in 
conversation at a family gathering. My 
older brother told me the picture was sent 
to our dad from a friend over seas. 

The dream car was a 1946 triumph 1800 
open top roadster and sadly, the picture I so 
treasured was never to be found. 

I must say, the flight to B.C. to meet 
up with my Sandra was a memorable 
experience and one that will stay with me 
for as long as my mind is able to retain its 
memory bank. 

To all our friends at the Headwaters British 
Car Club, I do hope you have enjoyed my 
short story. I am sure that some of you may 
also have experienced your own child hood 
memory. 

Sandra and I would like to extend to all a 
very happy New Year and attaining more 
unforgettable Wheel Dreams in 2014.                                                        	
			     Ed Taconne

Sharing... A Boyhood Dream Revisited... continued from page 2

Are Our Licenses At Risk?	      ... continued from page 1
a group called the Elder Advocates 
of Alberta Society, suggested the 
SIMARD MD test was a form of age 
discrimination. Their concern is that 
a low score on this test could deem a 
senior incompetent, thus allowing public 
trustees or family to seize the senior’s 
estate. Their concerns were ignored 
by the Minister of Infrastructure and 
Transportation and a law for testing was 
passed.
 
Over the holidays, I discussed this issue 
with a family friend who is a practicing 
MD who assesses patient cases for an 
insurance company. His evaluation was 
that the SIMARD MD is a dementia test 
and in reality does not follow scientific 
elements for driving.
 
Furthermore, there is a published 
study called “It is Premature to Test 
Older Drivers with the SIMARD MD” 
which was collaborated and written by 
no less than 12 MDs from Lakehead 
University. Their conclusion is that 
“the SIMARD MD is unlikely to be 
valuable to clinicians because it lacks 
sufficient precision to provide clear 
recommendations about fitness to drive.” 
 
Recently, a letter was sent to Mr. Jim 
Wilson MPP for Simcoe Gray from an 
Auto Consultant who was also concerned 
about the M.T.O.’s intention to make 
senior driving testing mandatory. Jim 
Wilson’s reply was that after contacting 
the M.T.O, he was informed that there 
are no plans for SIMARD MD testing 
anytime in the near future. 

That being said, recently there have 
been a few articles published in the 
Toronto Star addressing this very issue. 
Even though seniors are safer than many 
experts believe, The Canadian Medical 
Association Journal in January 2014 
published an editorial that pushed for 
graduated licenses for seniors, similar to 
that of new drivers. 

Dr. Donald Redelmeier advocates that for 
those who have conditions like dementia, 
new rules need to be developed to ease 
them out of driving and keep the roads 
safe. 

Another proponent of graduated licenses 
is Susan Eng, the Seniors’ Advocate for 
CARP, the Canadian Association of 
Retired Persons. Eng has said, “We have 
been trying to get the government to get 
to work and set up the process.” 

There seems to be a disturbing lack of 
awareness of the hazards ahead amongst 
doctors, government policy makers 
and older drivers. Even at accident 
scenes, investigating police officers are 
very limited at diagnosing cognitive 
impairment (dementia). 

Furthermore, the M.T.O. is not equipped 
for the approaching volume of aging 
population. What does the future hold, 
if not graduated licenses or the SIMARD 
MD test, what else, may we expect?” 

There is a five year study called Candrive 
that Dr. Malcolm Man-Sing-Hing, a 
geriatrician scientist and Dr. Marshall 
from the Ottawa Hospital Institute, 

are working on; they hope it leads to a 
scientific-based diagnostic screening test.
 
It seems to me that if we want to 
continue driving our classic cars, we have 
to stay cognizant of what is happening 
with government regarding seniors and, if 
necessary, mount an effective campaign if 
it interferes with our rights.

Stay tuned for more on this topic in issues 
to follow.

Don’t miss our April meeting, at which 
time, our guest speaker, Kathleen Brown 
will be touching on another aspect of 
this subject. She will discuss what may 
happen to drivers over 70 who have an 
accident or are involved in an accident. 
She will also talk about what the Ontario 
Government is doing to prevent people 
with dementia from continuing to drive.
		          Peter T. Pontsa

UPCOMING EVENTS

GENERAL MEETING:
January 8th, 2014 at the Legion
Speaker: Bill Tully on 
HBCC Website 101

GENERAL MEETING:
February 5th, 2014 at the Legion
Speaker: Graeme Jenvey,  Automotive 
Photo-Journalist, Auto Focus Magazine

GENERAL MEETING:
March 5th, 2014 at the Legion
Speaker:  Ron Pincoe and Tom Hodgson, 
How Ethanol Impacts Our Cars

GENERAL MEETING:
April 2nd, 2014 at the Legion
Speaker: Kathleen Brown, Seniors’ Licenses
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Technical Corner: So What is my “LBC” Worth?... continued from page 1
Mileposts, the rating classes are as 
categorized as follows:

Condition 1 Excellent / Show Car 

This would be a perfect original car in the 
same condition as when it was delivered 
new, or a professionally restored car that 
has been restored to new or better than 
new condition. This car would not be 
driven, and would be transported to shows 
in an enclosed trailer. The car would be 
expected to come within a point or two of 
a perfect score at a judged event. 

Condition 2 Fine

An original car with very low miles that has 
been meticulously maintained since new, 
or an older professional restoration that 
has seen very limited use since restoration. 
Very close inspection by an expert may 
detect almost insignificant flaws or wear, 
but to most enthusiasts the car would look 
perfect. This car would come within several 
points of a perfect score when judged, and 
would receive top award at a show unless a 
true Number 1 car were also being judged.

Condition 3 Very Good

A well maintained original car that has 
been driven limited miles over the years; 
is completely operable with all equipment 

working as designed, and at first glance 
may look perfect, or an older restoration 
that has been driven limited miles since the 
restoration was completed, and is showing 
minor wear and tear from being on display 
at car shows. Closer inspection may reveal 
minor wear on parts susceptible to wear 
such as brake, clutch and gas pedals, and 
some thinning of paint and chrome finishes 
may also be noticed.

Condition 4 Good

Major components function properly, and 
the vehicle is completely safe to drive but 
may need minor repairs to mechanical 
systems. No parts are missing, but this car 
but this car has been driven on a regular 
basis and may need a paint job and a 
few trim pieces rechromed or replaced. 
Amateur restorations usually fall into 
this category, as do very old professional 
restorations that have deteriorated due to 
use and exposure to the elements.

Condition 5 Restorable

The car may or may not be running, 
everything on the car needs to be restored. 
It maybe missing minor parts but all major 
components are there. Any body damage 
due to collision or rust should be minor, 
some surface rust may appear, but no holes 

should be present. The car is structurally 
sound, but needs cosmetic updating to 
paint, upholstery and top material, as 
well as repairs to various mechanical 
components.

Condition 6 Parts Car

The car is probably not running well, if 
at all. It is missing some major as well as 
some minor parts, may have serious body 
damage due to wreck or rust through. 
Soft trim and rubber parts are most likely 
completely ruined from weathering and 
exposure. This vehicle needs many parts 
and has deteriorated to the point of not 
being a good candidate for restoration.

If we were to give our cars an honest 
personal appraisal we would probably agree 
that the majority of our cars would slot 
into categories 3 and 4, and possibly into 
category 5.

Some sources list vehicle condition on a 1 
to 4, or 1 to 5 scale rather than this scale, 
however, for the top end in category 1 they 
all seem to be in agreement.

So now with our dreams of turning our 
LBC’s into our retirement fund completely 
shattered, let’s enjoy them as they were 
intended and keep them maintained for the 
next generation to enjoy. Ron Pincoe

States. Whenever it broke down there 
was no CAA to call. I sat on the curb 
while Bill fixed it, and sometimes I was 
lucky enough that it broke down near 
a shopping mall. As it grew older many 
drivers stopped to see if we needed help, 
or to take pictures of the neat little car. 

Everyone had a dad or friend or relative 
who had owned one, but had sold it 
when they started a family or grew 
older. 

The older the car got, the more 
attention it attracted. We joined two 
Ontario MG clubs and found many 
great friends with similar splendid 
cars.  We named our car Posey because 
everyone wanted to take her picture or 
be photographed with her.

In 2003, our classy little black car 
turned 50. It has not retired; it is just 

as peppy as ever, and just when we get 
a little too complacent, it coughs and 
stops, just so we can experience the 
great folks who pull over to see if we 

need assistance.
Just last month, while waiting at the 

side of Mayfield Road for MG club 
members to come along and meet us, 
the Caledon police pulled in and asked 
if we needed their help. Our son Chris, 
insits we never sell Posey as he also grew 
up with this little treasure and would 
love to own it.

We are so glad we have kept this little 
beauty, and for all the wonderful 
experiences and memories of trips and 
tribulations. It finally has a prominent 
garage space next to our 1954, 1961 
and 1968 MGs. Not only did we not 
sell our MG TD, we enjoyed it so 
much, we bought three others!

This charming article was written 
to celebrate the occasion of Bill and 
Marion’s 50th Wedding Anniversary, 
on Sunday, June 27th, 2010.

Memory Lane: A Classy Little Lassie	 ... continued from page 2



Christmas Party and Awards Night, December 6th, 2013
This past December 4th, our members came 
together to enjoy our Christmas Party. The 
venue changed this year to the Mill Creek 
Pub and was met with favourable reviews 
from those attending. 

Thank you Jane and Billy Tully, for 
organizing this amazing event! Great food, 
spirited conversation and enjoyment of each 
other’s company was had by all. 

At the end of our scrumptious dinner, the 
Awards for our fiscal year, 2012 / 2013 were 
handed out to the recipients.

Peter Pontsa, our newly elected President, 
presented Jean Louis and Mary Valade the 
President’s Award for their hard work and 
commitment for this past year. When a 

venue was needed for one of our Summer 
BBQ meetings, Jean Louis and Mary did 
not hesitate to step forward. They also have 
worked tirelessly on the Executive.

Malcolm Stanton presented the Jenny 
Stanton Award to Norm and Hilary 
Redpath for their amazing contributions to 
our Club. 

This Award was established by Malcolm in 
memory of his wife, Jenny who was very 
dedicated to our Club. 

A special thanks goes out to Norm Redpath 
and Tom Hodgson, our founding fathers for 
establishing the HBCC, the little Club that 
grew and grew.  We are sure our members 

would agree that without their grand idea 
of starting a British Car Club, we as group, 
would never have met such wonderful 
people and made such lasting friendships!

Finally, our Vice President, Ralph Evans, 
presented Dorien Berteletti and Anne 
Marie Joiner, the Best Restoration Award 

for having made the most impeccable 
restoration to their 1955 TR3 Triumph. 
Their car is truly breathtaking.

Congratulations to all this past year’s fine 
recipients. Cheers!
	 Angela van Breemen
	 Editor, British Driven

Many thanks to our 
photographers, Don Bauman 

and Margo Young
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